
 

Address: Wellfield Drive, Burnley, Lancashire. BB12 0JD 

Telephone: 01282 436880  

Thursday 21st May 2020 

Dear Parents /Carers, 

This morning an emergency Governors meeting was held to discuss the Government’s proposed reopening of 
schools. There has been an announcement from SAGE overnight that the 1st June is too early for schools to 
open, and it should be delayed by 2 weeks. 
 
It falls to the responsibility of each school and their Governing Board to decide how and when the gradual 
increase of pupils will happen. Having reviewed Government advice and the stringent measures that school 
have put into place it has been decided that our phased re- integration plan that was communicated to you this 
week is on hold until further notice. 
 
Therefore, no additional pupils will be returning to school on 1st June 2020 other than those of key workers. 
The safety of our pupils and staff is paramount and after careful consideration of all risk factors, we do not feel 
we are able to implement our phased plan at the moment and will review this again in the coming weeks. I 
appreciate that this may not be a popular decision, but I wholeheartedly feel that it is the best one for our school 
at this present moment in time. 

Our school will remain open for the pupils of key workers and vulnerable pupils only. These numbers are rising 
and will increase further from June as key worker parents return to work. Please note we are still following the 
Government guidance as to who qualifies, and places will only be offered to those eligible. Please note that we 
have to put a cap on these numbers to ensure that we can follow the guidelines and that we can also continue 
to provide high quality Home Learning provision. 

I am aware that lots of parents will now be anxious that some children may not access school provision before 
the summer. I also know that the continued Home Learning is presenting a real challenge to some parents and 
children. Please be assured that we are looking again at improving the Home Learning and teachers are 
intending to provide some remote lessons to engage the children from June 15th.  From this date, we hope to 
have more staff returning from shielding and we will have the opportunity to review the situation. 

If you are a key worker and you need to request a place for the days when you are on shift please contact the 
dh@st-marymagdalenesrc.lancs.sch.uk. This may now enable more key workers to return to work.  A link to a 
form will be sent out for you to complete and submit the required information and to submit evidence of 
employer and key worker occupation. You will then be contacted in the first week after half term to discuss the 
place. For these children, the provision will continue in the summer term 

I know that we sent out a survey and thank you for the feedback. However, after the Half term Holiday, we will 
be contacting parents and children individually by telephone to enable you to share any concerns.  

I know this is very confusing and difficult and if you are unclear about any of the revised plan, then please 
contact school today. We are closed for Half term week, but you can also ring school on Thursday 28th May 
2020 or e mail me at head@st-marymagdalenesrc.lancs.sch.uk.   

Apologies for the late changes. We can only operate on the information that we are given and the Governors 
and I are balancing lots of factors, ensuring that the children are at the centre of the decisions. Thank you for 
your continued support during this difficult time.  

Regards, 

The Governors and Headteacher (Bridget Parkinson)  

St Mary Magdalene’s RC Primary School 

Headteacher: Mrs B Parkinson 

‘Love one Another’ 
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