
Extinction
Meaning and species



EXTINCTION MEANING

Extinction is the termination of 
a kind of organism or of a 
group of kinds, usually a 
species. The moment of 
extinction is generally 

considered to be the death of 
the last individual of the 

species, although the capacity 
to breed and recover may have 

been lost before this point



THE DODO
Dodo is one of the most famous 

flightless birds that became extinct 
shortly after it was discovered (175 years 

after its discovery). Dodo was endemic 
for Mauritius, island in the Indian Ocean. 

It was numerous on dry coastal areas 
and tropical forests of Mauritius before 

sailors arrived to this island in 1598.



Tasmanian 
Tiger

The thylacine, now extinct, is one of 
the largest known carnivorous 
marsupials, evolving about 4 million 
years ago. The last known live animal 
was captured in 1933 in Tasmania. They 
are know as the Tasmanian Tiger 
because of their striped back and have

the largest opening jaw of 
any mammal. But still 
today it is unsure if there 
are any left, since people 
have claimed sightings in
Tasmania. 
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○ The Quagga was native to South Africa and 
went extinct in the late 19th century. Cause 
of Extinction: humans hunted the quagga 
to extinction.

○ For a long time, the quagga was thought to 
be its own species before it was discovered 
that it was closely related to the Plains 
Zebra and was, in fact, a subspecies of the 
zebra.

○ Quagga's were interesting in appearance 
quite literally looking the mashup between 
two animals—a zebra in the front thanks to 
the famous zebra stripes adorning this part 
of its body, and a horse in the rear due to 
the lack of stripes in this area.

The Quagga
Scientists are trying to resurrect the quagga and 
have seen some success via reverse engineering by 
selectively breeding zebras (who carry quagga 
Scientists are trying to resurrect the quagga and 
have seen some success via reverse engineering by 
selectively breeding zebras (who carry quagga 
genes). Cause of Extinction: humans hunted the 
quagga to extinction.



Pyrenean 
Ibex

The Pyrenean Ibex officially went 
extinct in 2000, before being 

'resurrected' nearly a decade later in 
2009.

Scientists used DNA taken from 
preserved epidermal samples to 

create a clone of a female Pyrenean 
Ibex, which was able to make it 

through gestation and even birth 
before dying shortly after of lung 

deformities.

Cause of Extinction: extensive 
hunting during the 19th century.



The Golden 
Toad

The golden toad is not the only 
species to disappear in the past 40 
years. The small toad was last seen in 
1989 in a Costa Rican rainforest before 
being declared extinct in 1994. It is 
believed that Chytridiomycosis, a fatal 
skin disease, decimated this toad 
population that was already 
vulnerable thanks to what Science is 
calling a "limited habitat and small 
population."

Cause of Extinction: pollution, global 
warming, and chytrid skin infections 
led to the extinction of this species.



Zanzibar Leopard

One of several subspecies of leopard, 
the Zanzibar leopard made its home 

on the Zanzibar archipelago of 
Tanzania. It's still unclear whether 

this large cat is technically extinct—
there are occasional unconfirmed 
sightings. Cause of Extinction: the 
leopard went extinct thanks to the 
belief that these animals were kept 
by witches; for this reason, locals 

aggressively hunted them. Update: In 
2018, Animal Planet released footage 

of what it identified as a Zanzibar 
Leopard, but those claims have yet to 

be confirmed.



Pinta Island 
Tortoise

The Pinta Island tortoise was around 
when Darwin visited the Galapagos in 
1835. Sadly, a male named Lonesome 

George (pictured), was the last 
purebred of this subspecies and 

passed in 2015.

Cause of Extinction: goats that 
humans introduced to Pinta Island 
who destroyed their habitats, rats 
(also introduced by humans) who 

preyed on young tortoises, and 
humans killing the tortoises for their 

meat.



Javan Tiger
Similar in appearance to the 

Sumatran tiger, the Javan tiger was 
native to the Indonesian island of 

Java. In the 1800s they were so 
common they were considered pests 

by island natives, but as the island 
was developed their population 
dwindled. By the 1950s, only 20 

tigers remained.

Cause of Extinction: loss of habitat 
and agricultural development led to 

severe population decline. 
Conservation efforts in the 1940s and 
'50s were unsuccessful due to a lack 

of adequate land and planning.
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Some of the other Species that have gone 
extinct in the past 150 years!

Schomburg 
deer 

The Schomburg's 
deer was a 

member of the 
family Cervidae. 
Native to central 

Thailand,

Round Island 
Burrowing Boa

Native to Round 
Island, a tiny island 

off the coast of 
Mauritius, the Round 
Island Burrowing Boa 
preferred to live on 
the topsoil layers of 

volcanic slopes.

Falkland 
Islands Wolf

The Falkland Islands 
wolf went extinct in 
the late 1800s and 
was also known as 
the Antarctic wolf 
and the Falkland 

Islands fox.

Carolina 
Parakeet
The Carolina 

parakeet was the 
only bird of its kind 

native to the 
eastern portion of 

the U.S.

Passenger 
Pigeon

population 
numbered in the 

millions—and 
possibly billions—

when the first 
Europeans began 

settling in America.

The Spix
Macaw

Thought to be 
extinct in the wild, 

the Spix Macaw 
exists in captivity 

with their numbers 
in the dismally low 

60-80 range. 


