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17th June 2020 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

Thank you for your patience as we have tried to wrestle with the challenge of opening to an increasing number 

of pupils to school and remaining within the guidelines. I hope this clarifies some of the questions that Parents 

are asking.  

As indicated in my last update, we will not be opening further to the Year groups (R, Year 1 and Y6.) Children of 
critical workers, and vulnerable children who are already eligible, will continue to be offered a place, regardless 
of the year group they are in.  
The definition of critical workers remains unchanged. The latest guidance published only today is below: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-
provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision 
 
Mrs Robinsworth is, however, organising a day for groups of Year 6 children to come into school for Transition 

and hopefully a Celebration event. We have carefully risk assessed the school and with the current guidelines 

and safe staff ratios, we have capped the capacity of children that can be in the building at any one time.  

I know that lots of Parents who are Critical Workers have been managing their children at home and this has 

been a constant struggle, balancing their own work and their children and the additional pressures that Covid-

19 is creating. We have had some Critical Worker parents accessing the provision from the beginning of 

Lockdown as they had no other alternatives. There are an increasing number of Critical Worker parents who 

are now, understandably, requesting provision in order to access their work. We are trying to accommodate 

these in the best way that we can.  

We also have a number of vulnerable children in school currently. I have been asked about these children and 

why they can access the provision and not others. I am unable to discuss this with individual parents, but as 

well as following the Government guidance, it also fits with our Mission statement of Love One Another and 

the teachings of Christ that we look after the most vulnerable in our society.  

Now that we have fixed numbers in our Bubbles, we have a limited number of places that have not yet been 

taken. If you are a Critical Worker, (please see link above for the definition) then you may make a request and 

you will be sent a link for a form that needs completing. Please provide as much detail and evidence as 

possible. It is a very difficult job to Risk assess all the requests. We have used the Government definition of 

Critical workers and priority has been given to those children with parents who are both Critical workers. If you 

have already made a request, then you should have been contacted this week to discuss the request. The 

requests will be kept on file and if guidance or circumstances change, we will review the numbers.  

We had hoped to be able to keep our Bubbles in Year Groups but for the few remaining places, the children of 

Critical Workers that have joined us may not be in Year Groups. We cannot change children in Bubbles. We also 

cannot add children into Bubbles during the week. The Bubbles are set for the week and even if the child is not 
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in school that day (for whatever reason) we cannot jigsaw children into that Bubble as this is not following the 

guidance.    

We all wish that we could have all children back in school. However, our first focus (as recommended by the 

guidance) is on continuing to provide places for priority groups (vulnerable children and the children of critical 

workers).  I know that families are really struggling and there is a temptation to compare other schools and 

other also other families. Every school and every family are dealing with the same dilemmas and different 

circumstances.  We are trying to be equitable and fair. We will continue to support those children that are 

unable to access school currently with Home Learning and increased interaction.  We will also pray that our 

children can return to school and we can be together as a school community sooner rather than later.  

Hope this clarifies the matter. Please contact school if have any further concerns.  

 

Regards, 

 

Mrs Bridget Parkinson 

Headteacher  

 

 


