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 Ref:09/06 NONBUBBLE 

Wednesday 10th June 2020 

Dear Parent/Carers, 

I apologise for the delay in not responding to some individual requests and queries around school opening to 

further pupils. I understand that it is very frustrating for families who are trying to balance safety and also work 

requirements, now that there are some Lockdown easements. 

This letter, I hope will clarify our position for the rest of the summer term. 

The Government, initially, recommended that schools re-open further from June 1st to Reception, Year 1 and 

Year 6, we have been advised by the Local Authority that we delay the recommendation. 

Bulletin received on Tuesday 9th June from Edwina Grant (Director Education and Children’s Services) 

I am writing to let you know that our Director of Public Health has reviewed his guidance that schools should 

not welcome more pupils and has determined that it should not change. 

That means Dr Sakthi Karunanithi is advising that you should continue to delay reopening to, Reception, Year 

1 and Year 6 pupils, along with the scheduled plans for year 10 pupils in secondary schools. It is still the case 

that he believes two of the five government tests are not being met in the county. 

The Local Authority intend to review this situation again in a week. I would like to clarify that currently re opening 

to EYFS, Year 1 and Year 6 will not be possible now that we have almost the fixed numbers of children that 

are vulnerable or the children of Critical workers. In order to enable the school to follow the safety Guidance of 

Social distancing and strigent procedures, we are very likely to have reached our capacity in the building by 

June 15th.  After a number of Risk Assessments, various plans and a plethora of changing guidance, this is the 

plan moving forward. 

The children in school consist of children of Critical workers and vulnerable families. The Critical Worker 

definition is found in this guidance:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-

provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision 

We cannot extend our Bubbles or number of children as we would be unable to fulfil the guidelines.  Our 

Bubbles cannot mix and therefore, we must have sufficient staff to enable the Bubbles to function independently 

and cover breaks and lunch times and PPA time for staff. In addition, we are hoping to plan some face to face 

Transition days for Year 6, when and if, it is deemed to be safe to do so. 

As time goes on, we anticipate that there will be more requests for children of Critical workers to attend school, 

in order to enable parents to get back to work. Currently we are collating these requests, but we cannot 

guarantee that a place can be offered. If you make a request for a place for your child to attend the Critical 

worker provision, you will be sent a ‘Critical Worker application form’ the form will be sent as a link either by 

text message or email. You can complete and submit your application directly using the link and you are then  
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requested to submit evidence of Critical worker occupation / employer details by email to hhope@st-

marymagdalenesrc.lancs.sch.uk 

Regarding vulnerable children, the school is constantly risk assessing children and ensuring that safeguarding 

is a priority.  

We are now fixing our final numbers with parents this week for our new Bubbles to be filled accordingly. I know 

that some parents will be very disappointed that we are not able to offer a School place currently for their child 

for the remainder of the summer term, even if you are a Critical worker.  We will keep the requests and details 

on file. If a place become available, for any reason, then we may be able to offer a place. However, the request 

will need to be considered and risk assessed, and the child could not be added to a Bubble until the following 

week, if there is a space available. 

I am sorry that we are currently not able to offer school placements for every child in our school family. We 

miss the children very much and I know families are finding life very difficult. We are developing the Home 

Learning Platform and we aim to develop interaction with the children and school staff through Microsoft Teams. 

The school staff will continue to support parents remotely in the best way they can. 

Please contact school if you have any concerns. 

We look forward to seeing some of the children back in school. Please stay safe and healthy. 

 

Regards, 

 

Bridget Parkinson (Headteacher) 
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