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ST MARY MAGDALENE’S SCHOOL 

Dear Parent/Carers, 

Another week of uncertainty and change. There have been some 
easements with the Lockdown which is positive in lots of ways 
but also brings additional anxieties for communities. But there 
are lots of positives currently too and we are trying to ensure that 
we celebrate these.  

Although we haven’t reopened fully yet, our “Bubbles” continue 
to grow for Key Worker children and Vulnerable children. We did 
have some additional Key Worker children in this week and the 
children are now back in school in uniform- as far as possible. 
Some of the children have really shot up during Lockdown. The 
children and staff have adapted well in school to the steps we 
have taken to ensure safety for all.  
It continues to be a challenge as we wait for more guidance. We 
are expecting a further briefing on Monday 8th June from Dr         
Sakthi Karunanithi  (Director of Public Health and Wellbeing       
Lancashire County Council) regarding advice to schools on              
re-opening to more pupils. Thank you for your patience and           
cooperation. I understand that it must be very frustrating for lots 
of families. We continue to Risk Assess and communicate             
information and plans as effectively as we are able.  
 
We have some great news about launching our Virtual Learning. 
Last week, we announced that this week we would be conducting 
some “Zoom” sessions very soon. I know lots of children were 
disappointed that this didn’t happen. After further investigations, 
we came across some safe- guarding issues with this platform. 
Mr Beattie, Mrs Robinsworth and Mr Johnson have been working 
hard to set up Virtual Learning through Microsoft Teams. This is a 
steep learning curve for some staff members (including myself!) 
so please bear with us. We also need to ensure policies and       
procedures are in place before we launch this system.  Please 
have a look at the information on the newsletter. We hope to trial 
this next week. There will be more instructions and rules coming 
out soon. I am very excited about it as I think we will be able to 
develop this to be part of our Learning, long after Lockdown. 
 
Sadly, we had to take the decision to cancel the Year 6              
residential Tower Wood trip planned for this year, due to the        
current circumstances and continued lack of uncertainty. It was 
a very hard decision to make and I know both staff and children 
are very disappointed. Mrs Robinsworth and her team are            
planning some Transition activities as this is a very important 
time for Year 6. We hope that they will be able to participate in 
our Virtual Learning platform and we hope that we will be able to 
say our goodbyes face to face at some point in the future.  
 
Please keep Mrs Williams and her family, one of our school         
Governors, in your prayers. Her father, Alan Moore, passed away 
very recently. He was also grandad to Cain (Y6) and Lindsey ( Y4) 
 
In light of other events that are happening in the world at the         
moment which hopefully is making society think very carefully 
about race, racism and resistance, I have included a link to list of 
books that may be useful for your children to read and discuss. 
There are also some resources from Picture News that the         
children can access on the Home Learning page. The pack looks 
at the Black Lives Matters movement which may be suitable for 
older children.  
 
 

Bridget Parkinson  
Headteacher  

 Headteacher  Mrs B. Parkinson 5th June 2020 

Home Learners of the week 

for week commencing 18th May 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
R Lorenzo Manta 
1 Tiya Namba 
2 Maisie Elllis 
3 Gabriel Signorelli 
4 Heidi Black 
5 Sam Scott 
6 Alice Scott 
 

First Holy Communion 

Children on the Sacramental              
Programme will receive the booklets 
via post for the final session that   
didn't go ahead due to                     
Covid-19.  Sadly, the First Holy        
Communion Service on Sunday June 
14th has had to be postponed.  We 
are hopeful that this will now take 
place later in the year and we will 
keep you informed.   
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Online Safety Tips for Parents 

Teach your child what personal information they 

should not reveal 

online! 

Our last fundraiser was the week before the world changed. 
We had a successful race night which was enjoyed by all 
that attended and raised around £500 and we hope to run 
another one once circumstances allow. We are currently 
discussing with the school how they would like to spend the 
money raised over the last year but unfortunately it is likely 
we will have a very reduced income over the next year as 
many of our fundraising events will not be going ahead. If 
you would like to support the PTFA during this time there 
is www.yourschoollottery.co.uk with a chance to win our 
local prize, a national prize of £25,000 or this term a £100 
B&Q voucher for only £1 a week! We are also a member 
of www.easyfundraising.co.uk where you can earn cashback 
for school with all your online purchases. Take Care and 
hope to see you all soon.  

Please contact us at                                    

ptfasmm@st-marymagdalenesrc.lancs.sch.uk or on our         
Facebook page SMM PTFA if you would like to join us or 

be a volunteer at events. 

 

This week in school, we went outside and found lots 
of tiny, spotty ladybirds. We noticed some strange 
cocoon-like shells that were stuck to the wooden 
beams and wondered what they were.  

So, we have been researching about the life cycle of a 
ladybird and found out there are four stages to the 
ladybird’s life. 

They begin life as an egg. 
Then they turn into larvae. 
They form in a pupae (this is the cocoon-like 

shells that we saw  outside). 
 

An adult ladybird emerges. We have made fact file 
ladybirds. We researched  what they like to eat, what 
they can do, things that they enjoy and things they 
are afraid of. The children really enjoyed decorating 
their ladybirds.  

 

 

 

Virtual Learning Coming Soon 

We know and understand the children at St Mary 
Magdalene’s are missing school and their friends and 
together we are looking at different opportunities to 
combat this during these unprecedented times. 
Please look out for the letters and information about 
this new and exciting opportunity. We will be using 
Microsoft Teams as the Learning platform. We ask 
that when you join a Teams meeting that you put 
your computers microphone onto mute to allow the 
Teacher to show all the children how to use             
Microsoft Teams. 
 
We realise that there is the option within meetings 
to record the session however, for safeguarding           
reasons this must only be used by teaching staff and 
any breach to this rule will be dealt with in line with 
the school policy around not sharing of details/
photos of children. 
There will be a consent link on the Virtual Learning 
section of the website. You must click on this link to 
submit your consent to following the rules in place. 
 
The class teachers will be online waiting to           

communicate and teach your children on a weekly 

basis. And we hope to all see you there.  

http://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/
http://www.easyfundraising.couk/

