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Thursday 13th August 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carers, 
 
I hope that you have managed to have some sort of summer break and that you were able to successfully 
adapt any holiday plans. 
 
We very much look forward to all children returning to school in September. The staff have an Inset Day on 
Tuesday 1st September and all children (apart from the new EYFS) will return in full uniform on Wednesday 
2nd September. 
 
In view of the continued presence of Covid-19, we are closely following the Government guidelines chools 
must comply with health and safety law, which requires them to assess risks and put in place proportionate 
control measures. We have spent a great deal of time over the summer break preparing the school for the 
safe return of children. 
 
With this in mind, we have had to make some adjustments to the school day and some operational changes, 
to reduce transmission risks. Please read below so that the children and yourselves are prepared for a 
positive start in September.  
 
1.There will be a one-way system in operation around the school starting at front gate through Key Stage 1 
playground. You must follow the arrows. Please drop and pick up the children promptly and do not linger 
around the school. If you need to talk to any staff in school, please ring up and make an appointment. Staff 
will be happy to arrange a telephone call and/or a Teams meeting.  

• EYFS and KS1 (Year 1 and Year 2) doors open promptly at 8:45am - Register will be taken at 
8:55am 

• KS2 (Years 3-6) carry out the drift approach from 8:45am (doors will open) but children must be in 
school by 9:00am - Registers will be taken at 9:05am 

• Key Stage One and families with siblings will be allowed to collect children from 3.00pm in age order 
operating a one-way system 

• Single children from KS2 will be collected from 3.15pm via their classrooms 

• All children can be dropped and picked up from classrooms, apart from Year 1 who will use the 
cloakroom entrance/exit and Year 4 will use the KS2 Playground door.  

• Any child in Year 5 or 6 must have updated written consent before they are allowed to walk home 
alone. We will not let children leave the school premises unless we have the letter in September.  

2. Children will be grouped in Class Bubbles and, as far as possible, will not mix with other Class Bubbles. 
There will be staggered break and lunch times. The lunch break will be 45 minutes.  
 
3. The children must be in full school uniform. They do not need to bring a bag to school initially. However, 
on the days that the children have PE Lessons, the children do not need to wear uniform. They must wear 
the PE uniform (white t shirt and black shorts) but they may also wear unbranded joggers in black or grey and 
an unbranded sweatshirt in black or grey and training shoes. We are hoping to hold PE activities outside as 
much as possible. We will inform you of PE Days in the first week. 
 
4. All equipment will be provided in school. The children do not need to bring any bags, apart from clearly 
labelled lunch boxes or small lunch bags. Please return any outstanding schoolbooks and reading records so 
that we can ensure these are cleaned. We will be hearing the children read in school regularly and then we 
will be sending books home once a week after the initial settling in period.  
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5. Children may bring in a labelled water bottle. If the water bottle is not labelled it may be disposed of as we 
want to reduce any risks. School dinners will continue to be provided. If your child has packed lunches, they 
may bring a small lunch box or bag which must also be labelled. Any medications/inhalers must be clearly 
labelled and brought to the school office. A medical form will need to be filled in.  
 
6. Please ensure that all your contact details and medical details for your child are up to date for September. 
If we do not have up to date contact details, your child cannot be in school. We will be following the 
Government Guidelines. If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new and persistent cough or a high 
temperature, or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), they must be sent 
home and advised to follow ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus 
(COVID-19) infection’, which sets out that they should self-isolate for at least 10 days and should arrange to 
have a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19). We ask that your child is picked up promptly and that 
you engage with us in the NHS Test and Trace process if required.   
   
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-
for-full-opening-schools 
 
Thank you very much for your cooperation and efforts supporting your children during the Lockdown period. 
I know that lots of parents and children will have anxieties around returning to school. Please be assured that 
we are planning very carefully to reduce risk the of transmission of the Covid-19 virus. We will not get 
everything right at first, but we will be reviewing our operations very regularly and we will put into place robust 
systems of control. We want to make sure that the children are happy and settled in school and that we can 
get back to routines and structure and provide your children with first quality teaching and an excellent 
education. 
 
The world is still full of uncertainties at the moment and it is natural for us all to have concerns about 
September and children returning to school. However, I am also excited at the prospect of seeing all the 
children again and I know that we have a wonderful staff team who are also looking forward to seeing both 
their old class and new class. We are a family at St Mary Magdalene’s, and we are also part of God’s family 
who is a friend of all children. We know God looks after our school, the children and the teachers who work in 
it. We have lots of great things planned and we are keen to take the positives from this experience and 
continue to learn and grow.  
 
There is a letter for the children accompanying this letter and a Bounce Back to School letter explaining a 
programme that we intend to use in September. There will also be a Returning to School during Covid-19 
booklet which may help your children prepare for the return.   
 
If you have any concerns about the contents of this letter or any worries about September, please contact 
school and leave a message on the school answer phone. I will be in school for some of next week and 
myself or one of the SLT will try to get back to you. The school will also be open on Tuesday 1st Sept for the 
Inset Day. 
 
Enjoy the rest of the summer and fingers crossed, we forward to seeing you all on Wednesday 2nd 
September bright and sparkling and ready for the Autumn term. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Bridget Parkinson (Headteacher)  
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