
Catch-Up Premium Plan 
St Mary Magdalene’s RC Primary School 
 

Summary information 

Academic Year 2020-21 Total Catch-Up Premium 16,400.00 Number of pupils 199 

 

Guidance 

 
Children and young people across the country have experienced unprecedented disruption to their education as a result of coronavirus (COVID-19). Those from the most 
vulnerable and disadvantaged backgrounds will be among those hardest hit. The aggregate impact of lost time in education will be substantial, and the scale of our 
response must match the scale of the challenge. 
Schools’ allocations will be calculated on a per pupil basis, providing each mainstream school with a total of £80 for each pupil in years reception through to 11. 
As the catch-up premium has been designed to mitigate the effects of the unique disruption caused by coronavirus (COVID-19), the grant will only be available for the 
2020 to 2021 academic year. It will not be added to schools’ baselines in calculating future years’ funding allocations. 

Use of Funds EEF Recommendations 

 
Schools should use this funding for specific activities to support their pupils to catch 
up for lost teaching over the previous months, in line with the guidance 
on curriculum expectations for the next academic year. 

Schools have the flexibility to spend their funding in the best way for their cohort 
and circumstances. 

To support schools to make the best use of this funding, the Education Endowment 
Foundation (EEF) has published a coronavirus (COVID-19) support guide for 
schools with evidence-based approaches to catch up for all students. Schools 
should use this document to help them direct their additional funding in the most 
effective way. 
 
 

 
The EEF advises the following: 
 
Teaching and whole school strategies  

⮚ Supporting great teaching 
⮚ Pupil assessment and feedback  
⮚ Transition support 

 
Targeted approaches  

⮚ One to one and small group tuition  
⮚ Intervention programmes  
⮚ Extended school time 

 
Wider strategies  

⮚ Supporting parent and carers  
⮚ Access to technology  
⮚ Summer support 

 

 
 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/#nav-covid-19-support-guide-for-schools1
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/#nav-covid-19-support-guide-for-schools1


Summary of impact of lockdown on learning 

General Covid-19 significantly affect the lives of those in our school community. Many pupils have not been in school since March. 39% of pupils attending during 
lockdown. In addition to this, since school has reopened, many pupils and staff have missed significant amounts of school due to self-isolation. A total of 
1,310 pupil sessions have been missed until end of October.  
Throughout the pandemic, Burnley has been an area of significantly higher Covid-19 cases and as a result of this, subject to tighter restrictions including 
Tier Three. During closure and periods of self-isolation, home learning is provided via our school website. Learning packs (paper copies) are available from 
our office for some families and bespoke SEND packs.  
 

 
Maths 

 
Some specific content needs to be revisited as in the spring term as teachers focused on consolidating and re-visiting content previously taught, however 
the use of online learning, MyMaths and Rockstars and other resources in the summer term meant that those who were regularly engaged benefited from 
the continuity.  Gap Analysis of reading and Maths test data has provided us with a clear picture of which areas need to be the focus in each year group 
from Year 1 to Year 6 and who in particular needs intervention and support to accelerate their learning. Generally, attitudes to Maths are positive amongst 
children for maths. 
The continuing difficulty is now when children are self isolating and continue to miss up to 14 days of face to face teaching. Remote learning is in place for 
these children but is not the same. 

 
Writing 

 
Children have lost out on essential practising of writing skills during lockdown. Specific knowledge of Grammar, Spelling and Punctuation has suffered, 
leading to lack of fluency in writing. There are a small minority of children who have maintained writing throughout lockdown, who are less affected. 
Stamina and improving their motivation to write were the biggest hurdle at the beginning of the autumn year, as time as gone on teachers are gaining a 
greater insight into the specifics of what needs to be taught or taught again.  Writing is a complex task and the development of writing even more so, this is 
going to take time. 
 

 
Reading 

 
Children accessed reading during lockdown via online programmes . Families generally lack access to high quality reading materials in the home and found 
children reluctant to read in the face of all the exciting video content available on the internet and in the home. Reading test data tells us that children are 
on average  behind where they need to be at the beginning of the autumn term. Children in Year 2 had overall not lost a great deal of what they had 
already learned before lockdown, thanks to the whole range of consolidation work provided by teachers, on average they knew between -2 and +2 more or 
fewer words when tested.  The bottom 20% of readers have been disproportionately affected as have those who have English as an additional language. 
 

 
Non-core 

 
There are now significant gaps in knowledge – whole units of work have not been taught meaning that children are less able to access pre-requisite 
knowledge when learning something new and they are less likely to make connections between concepts and themes throughout the curriculum. Children 
have also missed out on the curriculum experiences e.g. trips, visitors and powerful curriculum moments.  Children’s fitness levels had certainly suffered 
when they returned in September, along with their ability to work collectively and for some children their attitude to learning and their ability to sustain 
focus. 
 

  



 
 

Planned expenditure - The headings below are grouped into the categories outlined in the Education Endowment Foundation’s coronavirus support 

guide for schools 

Teaching and whole-school strategies 

Identified aspect for improvement Chosen approach and anticipated cost Outcomes / Evaluation Lead Review 
date 

Extended Teaching Day .Through early formative and 
summative assessments , there is a variation, in loss of learning 
across the school.  
Staff have used GAP analysis to target interventions needed to 
close gaps. 
Some children do not benefit from good support for learning at 
home, which has impacted on their progress in lockdown and 
continues to have an impact as they are not supported with 
homework etc. 
 

Teaching staff to start Catch up Booster 
classes starting 9th Nov. Currently Class 
teachers extending teaching day to provide 
Catch up Group tuition. 
 

Children benefit from 
targeted intervention work 
to enable gaps to be closed 
and develop sticky learning 
and continue to access 
learning ARE. 

All 
Teachin
g staff 

Nov 20 

Writing Focus.Writing has been on SIP for some time. Parent 
feedback has shown that whilst children have read and 
completed topic and maths activities at home, motivation for 
writing has not been as strong. 
 
Curriculum planned for first term to include foundation subjects 
in theme. Cross curricular writing as a focus.  

Quality First Teaching in the classroom 
with focused feedback from adults. 
Engaging texts used to encourage pupil 
interest. 
 spelling scheme. 
English writing focus whole school 
monitoring and moderation. 

English – Writing 
As a result of focused 
teaching of spelling patterns 
in Yrs 2 – 6, this will build on 
the strong teaching of 
phonics in EYFS and KS1, 
children’s writing 
attainment will be in line 
with national outcomes. 
Through the use of engaging 
texts and focused feedback, 
children will know their next 
steps and be motivated to 
complete high quality pieces 
of work. As a result of 
regular monitoring and 
professional discussions 
with colleagues, staff will 
know what is working well 
in the classroom and what 
needs to be further 
developed, this will ensure 

ST 
 SLT 

Sept 
onwards 



that no child is left behind 
and progress in writing is 
good. MIT support to 
improve writing outcomes.  

Active Learning. Some Children have returned from Lockdown 
having participated less in physical activities. Focus and 
attention is presenting as an issue for some children. 

Purchase of Active Learning? £1200.00 Recover, Reconnect and re 
build 
Re establish team work with 
others. 

RJ JG Feb 20 

     

 
 

Targeted approaches 

Identified aspect for improvement Chosen approach and anticipated cost Impact Lead Review 
date 

     

Reading.Whilst many children have accessed online 
learning through Microsoft Teams sessions and 
resources, the progress of children has been 
significantly inhibited by a lack of face to face teaching 
for a term and a half. In addition children have not 
been able to access reading resources to the same 
extent as prior to Lockdown. The early  assessments 
have identified some fluency and accuracy issues.  

Purchase of Accelerated Reader. 
Accelerated Reader  
Training 750.00 
Annual Site Licence (+30) 550.00 
Annual Licence 4.56x 120 = 547.20 
MYON 1000.00 
Additional book purchases  
£1000.00 
 
Headstart Books (comprehension. KS1 and KS2) 

EEF studies show that use of 
Accelerated Reader provides a + 
8 month increase on children’s 
reading age. As a result, all 
children will be fluent readers, 
in line with their age group and 
subsequently reading 
comprehension attainment will 
be in line, or above, national 
figures. Children will be reading 
‘real texts’ of a high quality 
which will also have a positive 
impact on writing as children 
will have been exposed to high 
quality vocabulary. 
Headstart Books 
(comprehension) ks1 and ks2 

ST  
JG 

Jan 2020 

Early language development. Early language is vital for 
success later in life yet, as a result of the Covid-19 
pandemic, some children entering reception in 
September 2020 have missed out on more than 20 
weeks of early education at a crucial time for their 
early language development. 

NUFFIELD 
 NELI involves small-group and one-to-one 
language teaching sessions for reception age 
children identified as needing targeted language 
support. Children who would benefit from NELI 
are identified by an initial app-based assessment 

Several EEF trials have found 
that NELI improves both 
children’s oral language and 
early literacy skills. A recent trial 
of the programme found that 
children made on average three 

AW Dec 20 
Assessment 
Jan- June 
Programme 
 

 



Base line assessments in Sept evidenced this also. of pupils’ oral language, called Language Screen. 
The intervention is delivered over 20 weeks by 
trained school staff, such as a teaching assistant. 
In order for NELI training to be accessible across 
England in a socially distanced and self-paced 
manner, an online training model has been 
developed. IPAD X2 253.00=506.00 
CASES X2 7.28=14.56 
Supply Cover for Nuffield Training £1000.00 
 

months of additional progress 
compared to children in the 
comparison group – making 
NELI the most robustly 
evaluated early language 
intervention available in 
England 

Maths- Whilst many children have accessed online 
learning through My Maths, Rock star timetable 
resources, the progress of some children has been 
delayed.  
The focus for school in School Improvement has been 
writing. However Maths is a core subject and gaps 
have been identified from Lockdown period.  

Purchase of 1:1 resources to support the 
acquisition of core skills such as Power of One 
and Power of Two resources. 
 

As a result of focused 
interventions based on 
developing recall and retention 
of key maths skills and facts, 
class based staff are able to 
focus on mathematical 
reasoning and children will 
make accelerated progress to 
end of year outcomes. 

JG Oct 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mastery Readiness Work Groups (Maths 
Hub)  

Each Work Group will be led by one of the Maths 
Hub’s Mastery Readiness Leads and involve up to 
eight primary schools. During the year, they will 
work closely together to develop subject and 
pedagogical knowledge as well as supporting 
teaching, learning and leadership of maths across 
the school by looking at the Five Big Ideas of 
Mastery Readiness to lay the foundations to 
developing teaching for mastery in an effective 

and sustainable manner. 
Cost of Teacher Supply cover for training 
£1000.00 

Teachers confident to teach 
Maths Mastery  
Increase engagement and 
improved progress in maths, 
particularly in upper KS2.  

Jan 2020 

Despite the limitations in terms of use of physical 
resources and the sharing of them, access to 
manipulatives are required daily to support children’s 
understanding of new concepts 
 

Purchase additional manipulatives for maths to 
ensure that all children have access to these 
resources      £500 
 
 

Children are able to access 
adequate resources to support 
progress from concrete to 
abstract understanding. 
Progress is measured at PP 
meetings.  

 Jan 20 



 
 
 
 

Wider Strategies 

Identified aspect for improvement Chosen action/approach Outcomes / Evaluation Staff 
lead 

Review 
date? 

Children have gaps in learning for Year Group 
expectations. Some children do not have adequate 
access to consistent remote learning. Some parents 
have requested additional “traditional” learning 
resources. CPG have been used previously in Y2 and 
Y6 to consolidate learning. Catch Up Bundles 

CPG Maths and Eng Catch Up Books . Subsidising 
KS2 Books . PP Flat rate 
163 x 1.00=163.00 
PP32x 6.00= 330.00 
1X CLASS SET 

CPG Purchases ensure all children 
in school have access to learning 
resources ( not reliant on remote 
learning)  
Opportunity to consolidate 
learning in Maths and English with 
Year group Catch up Bundle which 
covers all year Group expectations 

KR Dec 2020 

Remote Learning Access to up to date technology 
will benefit children’s access to online interventions 
and resources such as Learning By Questions and 
Times Table Rockstars, Purple Mash, Microsoft 
Teams. 
It will also support online teaching should the need 
arise with a further lockdown. 
 

Learning By Questions Subscription and devices for 
use in school.  
LbQ software subscription - Option 1 
12 months single user subscription 
Includes access to all Subjects and all years 
Question Sets 
X 4 250 =       1000.00 
LBQ Resource books £30 each(x8) £240.00(No cost 
to school) 
I PADS  
X15. 253.00= 3795.00 
I PAD CHARGING STATION       500.00 
CASES 
X 15 7.28=     109.20 
 

As a result of the purchase and 
use of tablets, children are able 
to access online interventions 
and support with increased 
frequency. This will have 
enabled children to make 
progress across the curriculum 
and in areas of highest need. If 
there is a local lockdown or we 
have children who cannot 
access technology at home, the 
school may have additional 
capacity to provide devices to 
families on a loan basis. 
 

  

Social and Emotional.Many children will have had 
limited social contact with their peers for in excess 
of 5 months. Children will need support to re-
establish their connections as well as process the life 
changing factors of the Covid pandemic. 
 

Bounce Back programme 6 weeks  
Sensory Garden 

As a result of dedicated time to 
bond with their peers, free from 
academic classroom constraints, 
children’s relationships will 
return to a positive foundation. 
Following Maslow’s hierarchy of 
need, children will be ready to 
learn within the classroom and 
as a result academic progress 
will be increased. 

SLT 
(KB.AW) 

£100.00 
(No cost 
to 
school) 



opportunity for collaborative 
learning experiences with a high 
level of physical (and often 
emotional) challenge. Practical 
problem-solving, explicit 
reflection and discussion of 
thinking and emotion will also 
be involved. On average, 
children who participate in 
adventure learning situations 
make approximately four 
months additional progress. 

 
 Children will have had different experiences of the 
pandemic and will require time and stimuli to 
discuss their experiences and support to process 
what has happened and what is still happening.  
 

Purchase of ‘real’ books and Nurture resources to 
support discussion. £200.00 

impact on attitudes to learning 
and social relationships in 
school. They also have an 
average overall impact of four 
months' additional progress on 
attainment. 

KB Sept 2020 

Supporting parents and carers 
Children will have greater opportunities to access 
learning at home. Home-learning opportunities will 
not always require parents to engage with the 
activities, affording the children greater 
independence and increasing the likelihood that 
parents can sustain home-learning. 
 
Children have access to appropriate stationery and 
paper-based home-learning if required so that all 
can access learning irrespective of ability of 
child/parent to navigate the online learning. 
 
 

 
Additional licences for online learning resources 
will be purchased, such as LBQ to support children  
at home. £1500 
 
2-week home-learning paper packs are printed and 
ready to distribute for all children. Stationery are 
to be purchased and set aside for children to take 
home when home-learning occurs.  

£500 
 

 
Impact on learning is diminished 
in the event of a whole or 
partial school closure 

 
KR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KR/JG 
 
 
 
 

 
Sept 20  
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