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INFORMATION FOR THE LAST WEEK OF TERM AND HOLIDAY CONTACTS. 

Schools are currently playing a vital role in supporting the government in contact tracing, to help the 

national effort to limit the spread of the virus. Public Health England have asked school leaders to 

be available for 6 days after the final teaching day in school. Once someone has a positive test, 

Senior Leaders in schools follow a detailed action plan and track all people who have been classed 

as a direct contact. They then inform contacts to self- isolate and for what length of time. This would 

mean that senior leaders could technically still be fulfilling this role on Christmas Eve. Due to this, 

the DFE have advised schools that they may consider closing for the 18th December but that they 

would then need to add an additional day to the calendar in 2021. I have consulted with the staff 

and our school Governors and we have agreed to keep to our holiday pattern as planned and will 

therefore not be closing early. We feel that this would be short notice for our parents and would 

create additional pressures for families who would need to find childcare. School will be open as 

usual on 18th December and it will be a teaching day. We will finish for the end of term after our 

Advent Readaround at the normal time. 

IMPORTANT ADVICE TO FOLLOW RE ONSET OF SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19 

1. Immediately book a Test if your child develops any of the typical Covid-19 Symptoms 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test  

2. Contact Mrs Parkinson enquiries@st-marymagdalenesrc.lancs.sch.uk  if your child displays 

symptoms within 48 hours of last being in school. 

3. Inform Mrs Parkinson via email of the results as soon as they are delivered to you. If the result 

is positive, please fill the form in that is on the school website. https://smmrcburnley.school/covid-

19-form/ 

4.  You do not need to contact school if your child displays symptoms outside of the 48-hour 

period that the child was last in school. This is then for NHS Test and Trace to advise. 

Please also keep your child at home if your child is feeling unwell with a high temperature, cough 

or cold symptoms, please do not take the risk. The risk we do face is that when a pupil or member 

of staff contracts coronavirus it may spread through the rest of the class and out into homes, to 

other family members/wider community and to vulnerable people. This could be ‘just a cold’ but 

school staff are not clinicians and cannot distinguish between what is ‘just a cold’ and what is 
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potentially the coronavirus. Sending your child into school does put children, families and staff at 

potential greater risks. Please keep your child off school until they are well and if possible, book a 

test. 

Fingers crossed, we have no new cases and we can enjoy the Christmas festivities in our Family 

Bubbles!  

Regards, 

Mrs Bridget Parkinson  

(Headteacher) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


