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Dear Parent/Carers, 

What a day for everyone. Thank you for your patience and cooperation.  

We have now contacted all families that have secured a school place. We 
have used the Government guidelines in order to identify vulnerable children and children of critical 
workers. There have been an unprecedented number of requests for school places. In order to meet 
these requests, we are likely to have over 100 children attending school. 

In this current situation, the risk to each family and member of staff remains very high and we urge 
families to consider carefully if they have any alternatives to the children attending school. This is a  
difficult situation for families, employers, children and schools and we are all trying to balance lives, 
futures and safety. We know that the situation has changed for some families and that we have tried 
to accommodate as many children as we can and still operate a relatively safe environment.  

For those children that are accessing remote learning, staff are very keen to ensure that these 
children access high quality learning regularly. We know also that the remote learning can be very 
difficult for children and parents, particularly in Key stage 1. There will be some teething problems as 
I am now asking staff to teach half the class and also continue remote learning and mirror the class 
learning. This is relatively new to some members of staff. Please be patient if, for the first few days 
things don’t run smoothly. We continue to be on a steep learning curve.  

By the end of today, class teachers will have put a time table up on the website and Class Dojo. This 
timetable is subject to change and will be reviewed regularly to ensure there is consistency across 
school. We welcome feedback on the remote learning but please give staff a week to find a workable 
pattern. In addition, Mr Johnson and Mr Beattie are, as I write, on a welfare visit to your house. They 
are dropping exercise books off for children to record work as we found from feedback when Year 6 
did remote learning, that this was very useful. We expect that the books will come back to school 
when the children return to school and they can also share work on Teams. This is a very good 
incentive for the children to keep them pristine and ensure good presentation.  

As a school committed to supporting our pupils beyond just their academic needs we will be offering 
well-being guidance, information and there will be communication with homes regularly throughout 
this time away from school.  

Please do not hesitate to contact school. I know that lots of parents have been ringing and asking 
questions. I apologise if you have not received a response. Our new School Business Manager does 
not start until Monday 11th January and in addition to the logistics of sorting the partial closure, the 
builders have started work. It has been a little tricky!  

Thank you for your patience today. We look forward to seeing some children in school or at home 
through Microsoft Teams.  

Regards,  

Bridget Parkinson (Headteacher) 

St Mary Magdalene’s RC Primary School 

Headteacher: Mrs B Parkinson 

‘Love one Another’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 


