
Man on the Moon (a day in the life of Bob) by Simon Bartram 
 

Week beginning: 18.01.21 Wednesday - Mrs Graham Thursday - Mrs Graham Friday - Mrs Graham 

Man on the Moon (a day in the 

life of Bob) by Simon Bartram 

 
This humorous book introduces the 

young reader to Bob’s routine 

existence, which contrasts absurdly 

with his exotic day job as janitor and 

tour guide on the moon. The parallel 

story is shared early on. While Bob 

emphatically reassures us that there 

is no such thing as aliens, careful 

scrutiny reveals these little creatures 

peeking out from nearly every 

illustration. 

Young readers are part of this 

gradually unfolding conspiracy about 

which Bob is oblivious. 

 

Overall aims of this teaching 

sequence: 

• To explore, interpret and respond to 

a picture book 

• To explore characters and draw 

inferences to aid our understanding 

of them 

• To broaden understanding and use 

of appropriate vocabulary 

• To write for different purpose 

about fictional personal experiences 

• To sequence events to write a short 

narrative based on a known model 

LO: Innovate a story 

 

Explain to the children they are 

going to begin to plan their own 

story of Man in the Moon. 

 

‘Chunk the plot’ of the story by 

summarising it into a series of  

events using Man on the Moon.   

 

Recap the original plot, the 

general outline and begin to 

innovate it with support from the 

children. 

 

 

LO: Use subordination for time 

 

Return to the innovated plot 

outline completed with the 

children.   

 

Model the opening where the 

astronaut gets ready in the 

morning.  Take suggestions from 

the children’s own plan.  Begin to 

write the opening for the children 

to see the use of subordinating 

conjunctions. 

 

Use opportunities to incorporate 

subordination for time and a range 

of contractions throughout. 

 

How will we be successful?  

Generate steps to success so that 

the children know what they need 

to do to be successful. 

 

Children take some time to write 

their own opening and rejoin to 

share their ideas. 

LO: Use expanded noun phrases 

 

Model the next section of the 

story where the astronaut sets 

off for space and begins his 

cleaning up activities.   

 

Collect expanded noun phrases for 

children to use.  Ensure the 

children understand the 

importance of adding in the detail 

as this is one of the most 

important parts of the story to 

grab the reader’s interest. 

 

Model a bland sentence and work 

together to improve the sentence 

using noun phrases.  Establish how 

to include the detail needed to 

allow the reader to picture the 

scene. 

 

Give the children time to complete 

their own piece of writing.  

Children share some of their ideas 

with others. 

 

 

Additional resources: 
https://www.slideshare.net/LouiseVanLaar/man-on-the-moon-powerpoint-book  

https://www.slideshare.net/LouiseVanLaar/man-on-the-moon-powerpoint-book

