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Interim 
Framework 
Reference 

Definition/explanation Look out for the appropriate use of: 
 

creating 
atmosphere, 
and 
integrating 
dialogue to 
convey 
character 
and advance 
the action 

Creating atmosphere – affected by choice 
of setting, description used, inclusion of 
details such as weather and time of day, and 
the viewpoint from which the story is 
written.  
 
Dialogue to convey character and advance 
the action 
What the character says is significant and:  

 shows something about their 
personality, or feelings 

 moves the story forward 
 
 

Creating atmosphere 

 language - adjectives, similes, precise nouns, expanded noun phrases 

 sensory details (what can be heard, seen, smelled etc) 

 character behaviour and reactions 

 varied sentence types and length, e.g. a very short sentence for impact, a longer one for description. 
 
Dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

 direct speech which suggests something about the character, e.g. an attempt to show a character 
stuttering and stumbling over their words to indicate nervousness – “Er…I mean…no…I don’t 
really…erm…I don’t know, sir.”  

 use of dialogue to advance the action in a story, e.g. “I’ll leave you to do up the shell buttons,” she said. 
“They’re a bit fiddly and I’m late for work”. 

 use of dialogue to indicate geographical and/or historical settings for a story, e.g. “You do not suffer from 
a delicate constitution do you child?” 

 the blending of action, dialogue and description to convey character, e.g. Tom stomped into the room, 
flung down his grubby, school bag and announced, through gritted teeth, “It’s not fair!" 

 

selecting 
vocabulary 
and 
grammatical 
structures 
that reflect 
the level of 
formality 
required 
mostly 
correctly 

Level of formality required depends upon 
the audience and purpose of a text.  
 
 

Vocabulary and grammatical structures typical of more formal texts (spoken and written) 

 use of Standard English  

 stock formal phrases, e.g. request the pleasure of the company of… 

 titles and full names/surnames used, e.g. Samuel Jones & Mrs Eleanor Jones 

 words in full rather than colloquial terms, e.g. buffet supper and discotheque 

 formal terms rather than everyday words, e.g. This is to ensure road safety by eliminating impersonation 
at driving tests 

 generic participants (not ‘you’ or ‘they’), e.g. categories of vehicles the driver is entitled to drive. 

 use of the passive voice, e.g. refreshments will be provided rather than we will have cakes and biscuits 

 subjunctive (VERY formal!), e.g. If Zoë were the class president, things would be much better. The school 
requires that all pupils honest. 

 
Vocabulary and grammatical structures typical of informal texts (spoken and written) 

 colloquial phrases, e.g. just a quick note to say… 

 slang, e.g. kids, stuff 
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 personal greeting and signatures (name contractions), e.g. Love, Ellie and Sam 

 question tags, e.g. He’s a doctor, isn’t he? I haven’t met her, have I? 

using a range 
of cohesive 
devices*, 
including 
adverbials, 
within and 
across 
sentences 
and 
paragraphs 

Cohesive devices - The term cohesion refers 
to the grammatical features in a text which 
enable the parts to fit together. 
 
Think ‘glue’. 

1. Adverbs and adverbials for:  
time, e.g.  next, then, soon, just then, a few minutes later, meanwhile (we used to call these time 
connectives). 
place, e.g. nearby, in the distance, over the horizon 
comparison, e.g. on the other hand, the opposing view, similarly, in contrast, although, additionally, 
another possibility, alternatively, as a consequence. 
cause and effect, e.g. therefore, consequently, if, so, unless, because 
order and sequence, e.g. firstly, then, subsequently, finally, after this, next, second, presently, 
subsequently, eventually. 

 
2. Pronouns  

There was a man waiting at the door. I had never seen him before. 
We haven’t got a car. We used to have one, but we sold it. 

 
3. Deliberate repetition of a word or phrase  

Ancient Egypt was shaped like a flower on a stem. The stem was the valley of the River Nile, and the 
flower was the delta. 

 

using passive 
and modal 
verbs mostly 
appropriately 

Passive: Many verbs can be active or 
passive. For example, bite: 

The dog bit Ben (active) 
Ben was bitten by the dog (passive).  

In the active sentence, the subject (the dog) 
performs the action. In the passive 
sentence, the subject (Ben) is on the 
receiving end of the action. The two 
sentences give similar information but there 
is a difference in focus. 
Often, in passive sentences, the agent of the 
action is unknown or insignificant and 
therefore not identified, e.g. 
The computer was repaired. 
Slowly the door handle was turned… 

 The passive in impersonal, formal styles of writing, e.g. It was agreed that (compare with We agreed 
that…), This year’s welcome speech will be provided by the mayor (compare with The mayor will provide 
this year’s welcome speech.) 

 The passive to deliberately conceal e.g. in mystery or suspense writing The door had been locked from 
the inside… 
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Modal verb: an auxiliary (‘helping out’) verb 
that expresses necessity or possibility. 

 
Modal verbs: 

can/could 
will/would 
shall/should 

may/might 
must/ought 

 

 
using a wide 
range of 
clause 
structures, 
sometimes 
varying their 
position 
within the 
sentence 

 
A clause is a special type of phrase which 
contains a verb. Clauses can sometimes be 
complete sentences. Clauses may be main 
or subordinate. 

 
Simple sentences (single clause) – for clarity, e.g. Cheetahs are mammals and for effect, e.g. He gulped. 
Compound sentences (two clauses joined by and, so, but or or), e.g. I like bourbon biscuits but I don’t like pink 
wafers. 
Complex sentences (multi clause sentences) – a main clause plus one or more subordinate clauses, e.g. 
When they had finished writing, they began proofreading (or They began proofreading when they had finished 
their writing) 
Although it was raining, we decided not to take our coats (or We decided not to take our coats although it was 
raining). 
Complex sentences with relative clauses, e.g. Kate lived in a house which had a giant front door. Or 
embedded within the sentence, e.g. Kate’s house, which had a giant front door, stood at the top of the hill. 
 

 
using 
adverbs, 
preposition 
phrases and 
expanded 
noun phrases 
effectively to 
add detail, 
qualification 
and precision 

 
Adverbs – modify the verb (usually) by 
telling us how (manner), where (place), 
when (time) and how often (frequency) 
 
 
 
Preposition phrase – a group of words 
which contain a preposition (usually a 
preposition + noun, or preposition + 
pronoun). 
 
Expanded noun phrase – a group of words, 
containing a noun, that acts as one unit. To 
be considered ‘expanded’, it should consist 
of more than a noun prefaced by a 
determiner.  
 

 
Adverbs: 

how – slowly, gingerly, dangerously, energetically 
where – here, there, away, outside, home 
when – now, yesterday, soon, later 
how -  often, seldom, regularly, never 
 

Preposition phrase: 
The cupcake with sprinkles is yours 
We climbed up the hill. 
The rabbits hopped through the garden. 

 
Expanded noun phrase: 

the wicker basket attached to the hot air balloon 
a calm, relaxing family trip 
a yellow wooden basket 
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using 
inverted 
commas, 
commas for 
clarity, and 
punctuation 
for 
parenthesis 
mostly 
correctly, 
and making 
some correct 
use of semi-
colons, 
dashes, 
colons and 
hyphens 

 
Parenthesis – a word or phrase inserted into 
a sentence to explain or elaborate. It may be 
placed in brackets or between dashes or 
commas. 
 
 
Semi-colon – can be used to separate two 
main clauses in a sentence. Can also be used 
to separate items in a list if these items 
consist of longer phrases. 
 
Colon – used to introduce a list or a 
following example. It may also be used 
before a second clause which expands or 
illustrates the first. 
 
Hyphen – used to join words, or parts of 
words to aid meaning. 

 
Parenthesis, brackets, dashes and commas: 

 
Sam and Emma (his oldest children) are coming to visit him next weekend. 
Margaret is generally very happy – she sings in the mornings – but responsibility weighs her down. 
Sarah is, I believe, our best student. 
 

Semi-colons: 
 
I liked the book; it was a pleasure to read. 
I need large, juicy tomatoes; half a pound of unsalted butter; a kilo of fresh pasta, preferably 
tagliatelle; and a jar of black olives.  

Colons: 
He was very cold: the temperature was below zero. 
 
 
 

Hyphens: 
Compound adjectives, e.g a foul-smelling substance, a little-used car, a well-known painter 
Compound nouns, e.g. a break-in, a write-up, a passer-by, a mix-up 
Words with prefixes co-, non- and ex- e.g. co-operate, non-existent, ex-husband. 

 


