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Man on the 

Moon (a day in 

the life of Bob) 

by Simon 

Bartram 

 
This humorous 

book introduces 

the young reader 

to Bob’s routine 

existence, which 

contrasts absurdly 

with his exotic day 

job as janitor and 

tour guide on the 

moon. The parallel 

story is shared 

early on. While 

Bob emphatically 

reassures us that 

there is no such 

thing as aliens, 

careful scrutiny 

reveals these 

little creatures 

peeking out from 

nearly every 

illustration. 

Young readers are 

part of this 

gradually unfolding 

conspiracy about 

which Bob is 

oblivious. 

 

LO: Ask Questions 

• Look at the image 

of Bob in his front 

room. Do not look at 

the rest of the 

story at this point. 

This image can be 

found larger 

further down this 

Word document. 

 
• Think about these 

key questions: 

1. What does the 

picture remind you 

of? 

2. What do we know 

about Bob?  

3. Would you like to 

meet Bob? 

Encourage children 

to give reasons. 

4. What do you think 

Bob’s hobbies 

might be? 

5. What would you 

like to know about 

Bob? 

LO: To make inferences 

Look again at the list of 

questions made for Bob 

yesterday. Can you 

think of any extra 

questions? 

• Watch the story at:  

YOUTUBE MotM 

Story 

• Whilst listening to 

the story, listen for 

answers to the 

questions you wrote 

for Bob. You may 

want to re-watch 

the video to find 

your answers or look 

more closely. 

• Think about how the 

author shares a 

secret with us, the 

reader, which is 

kept from Bob. Is 

this funny or 

interesting? How? 

• Think about what 

your favourite part 

of the story is. Copy 

and complete the 

sentence: 

LO: Use expanded noun 

phrases 

• Have a look at the 

images of the moon.  

More images can be 

found below.  What 

might it be like to 

walk on the moon? 

What might they 

see or feel? 

• Imagine you are a 

moon tourist visiting 

the moon for the 

first time.  Think of 

ideas about the 

sights, colours, 

weather conditions, 

hazards or 

interesting details.  

Make a list of these 

in your book. 

• Now watch the 

story up to the part 

where the moon 

tourists arrive.  

(stop at 3 min) 

LO: Use past tense 

• Have a look at the 

picture postcard 

below.  It usually 

includes an image on 

one side and a brief 

message on the 

other along with the 

person’s address 

you are sending it 

to. 

 
 

• You are going to 

send a picture 

postcard from the 

moon in role as a 

moon tourist.  

• See the blank 

picture postcard 

below. 

• Decide who you are 

writing to before 

you start. 

LO: Explain ideas  

• Here is Bob’s 

souvenir stall.  

 
 

• What can you see?  

Use the slides share 

link below to see full 

size images.  

• Can you say the 

objects out loud 

then write a list in 

your book? 

• Remember to bullet 

point your list or 

use commas.    

• What else might 

Bob sell on his stall? 

• You could include 

moon mints in the 

shape of a crescent 

moon, moon music 

CDs, space pens in 

the shape of a 

rocket, moon fact 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rt5zQ1UO6rE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rt5zQ1UO6rE


Overall aims of 

this teaching 

sequence: 

• To explore, 

interpret and 

respond to a 

picture book 

• To explore 

characters and 

draw inferences to 

aid our 

understanding of 

them 

• To broaden 

understanding and 

use of appropriate 

vocabulary 

• To write for 

different purpose 

about fictional 

personal 

experiences 

• To sequence 

events to write a 

short narrative 

based on a known 

model 

 

 

• Look again at the 

image of Bob. Jot 

down, or annotate 

the image, any 

responses to the 

image and clues in 

the illustration 

about Bob. 

• Ask children to 

think of questions 

to ask the 

character of Bob 

and write these 

down. Who do you 

live with? Where is 

your house? Do you 

like where you live? 

etc. Remember 

capital letters and 

questions marks. 

 
This image can be 

found larger further 

down this Word 

document. 

My favourite part 

of the story is ……. 

because ……. 

• Now copy and 

complete these 

statements about 

the story: 

The best part of 

the story is ……. 

because ……. 

The funniest part 

of the story is ……. 

because ……. 

The strangest part 

of the story is ……. 

because ……. 

The worst part of 

the story is ……. 

because ……. 

• https://www.youtub

e.com/ 

watch?v=Rt5zQ1UO

6rE 

• You now need to 

write a short 

description of the 

moon.   

• This is called a 

setting description 

and needs to include 

plenty of detail to 

make it interesting 

and so that the 

reader can picture 

the scene.   

• Your description will 

be used by Bob as a 

tour guide for the 

tourists when he 

shows them the 

moon.  

• He needs to be able 

to point out 

interesting, sounds, 

smells and 

obstacles. 

• What could you 

feel, hear or see?   

• Then write a short 

recount as a moon 

tourist to a family 

member or friend.  

• Think carefully 

what information to 

include as you have 

not got much space.  

It needs to be 

interesting and 

include some of the 

highlights you would 

see or experience.  

• Do not forget to 

include the moon 

stamps! 

files and moon joke 

books.  

• Take a few minutes 

to think of other 

moon related items 

that Bob could sell. 

• Choose one or two 

new ideas you think 

would be popular 

additions to the 

range.  

• Now sketch, label 

and think of a price 

for your two new 

objects. 

• Why are they 

suitable?  

Underneath your 

pictures write a 

short description to 

explain what they 

are and why they 

would be good to 

sell to tourists. 

Additional resources: 
https://www.slideshare.net/LouiseVanLaar/man-on-the-moon-powerpoint-book  
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/%20watch?v=Rt5zQ1UO6rE
https://www.youtube.com/%20watch?v=Rt5zQ1UO6rE
https://www.youtube.com/%20watch?v=Rt5zQ1UO6rE
https://www.youtube.com/%20watch?v=Rt5zQ1UO6rE
https://www.slideshare.net/LouiseVanLaar/man-on-the-moon-powerpoint-book
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