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St Mary Magdalene’s 
RC Primary School, Burnley. 

 

Modern Foreign Languages Policy 
 

 

 
 

School Mission Statement: 
 

St. Mary Magdalene’s is a Roman Catholic School. 
Within our community, we seek to live within the Catholic faith as a family. 

Each child is a gift valued as a unique individual made in the image of God the father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
We seek to share our ethos through prayer, forgiveness, loving, sharing and caring. In all aspects of life, we follow the 

teachings of Jesus and, through prayer, we are guided by asking ourselves 
‘What Would Jesus Do?’ 

 
‘Love one another as I have loved you’ 

 

Review: 
 
This policy will be reviewed annually or in response to Government of LA initiatives/incidents.   
 
Policy updated September 2020 by Mrs J. Graham 
 
Governor Ratification:  
 
Date: ____________________________                           
 
Signed: ___________________________ 
 
Name (Print): ____________________________ 
 
To be reviewed September 2022 or before  
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Intent 

Learning a foreign language is a necessary part of being a member of a multi-cultural society and provides 
an opening to other cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster children’s curiosity and 
deepen their understanding of the world. The teaching should enable children to express their ideas and 
thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in 
writing.  

The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils: 

1. Understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources. 
2. Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what 

they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation. 

3. Write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical 
structures that they have learnt. 

4. Discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 

Children have weekly lessons in French throughout Key Stage 2, using the resources and units of work from 
‘Early Start’. In Lower KS2, children acquire basic skills and understanding of French with a strong emphasis 
placed on developing their Speaking and Listening skills. These will be embedded and further developed in 
Upper KS2, alongside Reading and Writing, gradually progressing onto more complex language concepts 
and greater learner autonomy. 

It is intended that when children leave St Mary Magdalene’s Primary, they will have a natural curiosity and 
confidence to explore, other countries, cultures and languages, accepting that, in a multi-lingual society it 
is a valuable skill to be able to communicate effectively with others in another language.   

Implementation  

In line with the National Curriculum for MFL children are taught to: 

1. Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding. 
2. Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound 

and meaning of words. 
3. Engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of 

others; seek clarification and help. 
4. Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures. 
5. Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading 

aloud or using familiar words and phrases. 
6. Present ideas and information orally. 
7. Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing. 
8. Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language. 
9. Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced 

into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary. 
10. Write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly. 
11. Describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing. 
12. Understand basic grammar. 
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Impact  

We measure the impact of our curriculum through the following methods: 

o Observing children speaking and listening in another language. 
o Marking of written work. 
o Images and videos of children completing speaking and listening activities. 
o Interviewing the pupils about their learning (pupil voice). 
o Moderation staff meetings where pupil’s work is scrutinised and there is the opportunity for a 

dialogue between teachers to understand their class’s work. 
o Annual reporting of standards across the curriculum to parents. 
o Learning walks. 
o Subject tracking. 

The MFL subject leader will continually monitor the impact MFL teaching is having on the children’s 
learning, through work scrutinies, to ensure the progress of knowledge and skills is being taught.  They will 
also ensure the knowledge taught is retained by the children and continually revisited and that the learners 
are able to apply the skills they have been taught to a variety of different settings, showing independence 
with their learning. Impact will also be measured through key questioning skills built into lessons, child-led 
assessment and summative assessments aimed at targeting next steps in learning. 

All children in KS2 are taught French in a weekly discreet lesson. KS1 children are introduced to MFL 
through exploring other languages informally when studying another country. We are also focusing on 
French outside the classroom. Songs will be learnt in French during whole school assemblies and Music. 
 
At St. Mary Magdalene’s we believe that every child should have the opportunity throughout Key Stage 2 
to study a modern foreign language which will enable children to learn about, and foster an interest in, 
another language and culture. This will enable them to develop personal qualities, skills, knowledge and 
understanding, make a major contribution to their communication and English skills and raise awareness of 
other cultures through intercultural understanding. 
 
 
Teaching and Learning  

Teachers plan and deliver high-quality and engaging MFL lessons incorporating a range of teaching and 

learning styles.  They provide opportunities for pupils to:  

• take part in a weekly MFL lesson.  

• take part in a wide range of speaking and listening activities e.g. role play scenarios.  

• show progression by writing increasingly complex words, phrases and sentences. 

• share, read and participate in traditional French stories and rhymes. 

• learn about traditional French customs and aspects of French culture and compare them to their own.  

• play games to support the learning of the new vocabulary. 
 
 
Organisation 
Children in EYFS and KS1 are introduced to French through incidental use of the language, e.g. taking the 
register, celebrating birthdays, learning songs, etc. 
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The children in KS2 receive a 30-minute session each week delivered by the Class Teacher/Teaching 
Assistant. They also receive additional interludes of language practice at appropriate times during the week, 
in other cross curricular areas.  
 
The Curriculum 
Our curriculum is based on the guidance given in the revised KS2 Programme of Study.  We apply the four 
attainment targets for MFL to Key Stage 2. These are: 
 

• Understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources. 

• Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating 
what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually 
improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation. 

• Write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical 
structures that they have learnt. 

• Discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 
 
However, we do not give equal weighting to each of these skills in each unit taught. For example, in the initial 
stages of our teaching we place particular emphasis on speaking.  
We teach the children to know and understand how to: 
 
Cross Curricular Areas 
  
English 
The learning of a modern foreign language naturally contributes to the development of children’s listening 
and speaking skills. It also develops the children’s grasp of linguistic features such as rhyme, rhythm, stress 
and intonation and emphasises the importance of knowing the role of different word types in sentence 
structure. 
 
Maths 
Children reinforce their time-telling skills by playing time-related games in the foreign language. We also 
play number games, which reinforce counting and calculation skills, expand understanding of date and 
increase knowledge about money. 
 
Personal, social and health education and citizenship 
Children benefit from learning foreign languages in many ways, not least of which are personal and social 
development.  Those children who have difficulty in reading and writing, but who have good aural skills, will 
often find that they excel when speaking a foreign language. This success breeds confidence, which in turn 
increases self-esteem and gives them a more positive attitude to school in general. 
 
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education 
By teaching a modern foreign language, we contribute to the children’s cultural education. They learn that 
many societies are multilingual. We teach them about French festivals and customs. We also give children 
the chance to hear stories set in a foreign culture. 
As children learn about other cultures and countries, it helps them to develop a positive attitude to people 
who are different. 
 
Geography 
We help children to locate on a map or a globe the position of France and encourage them to research French 
customs and traditions.   MFL pupils also learn about the French climate and can compare it with the English 
one. 
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History 
We teach children about significant historical figures and events in the history of France, as they arise. 
 
Music 
We teach children songs in French – both traditional and modern – which of course helps them to develop 
a sense of rhythm and an ear for melody. We also play them classical music by French composers. (e.g. Saint-
Saëns, Debussy and Berlioz). 
 
Science 
Children reinforce their knowledge of parts of the body through related games, such as a French version of 
‘Simon Says’, or ‘Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes’, or through related songs, such as the French-Canadian 
‘Alouette’. 
  
Religious Education  
The children learn about Our Blessed Lady appearing to St Bernadette in Lourdes.  They also learn about 
other French saints.  They are taught simple prayers in French. 
 
Art  
The children study the work of famous French artists as appropriate. 
 
 
Modern foreign languages and ICT 
The French CD Rom and website ‘Early Start’ is also used to support the teaching of French in class.    
The children can use word processing to produce French text. They can also use iPad to record performances 
in French.  They may use the internet to research different features about France. 
 
Modern Foreign Languages and Inclusion 
At our school we teach French to all children, whatever their ability. A MFL forms part of the school 
curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our MFL teaching we 
provide learning opportunities which enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by setting suitable 
learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs. 
 
We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning a MFL. Where children are 
to participate in activities outside the classroom (for example, playing a playground game in French), we 
carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all 
pupils. 

 
Resources 
Resources have been purchased which will enable the class teachers to deliver a structured programme of 
learning to KS2 pupils.  These include stories, songs, and written activities e.g. quizzes.  Resources are also 
available for the EYFS and KS1 teachers to use in class.  They are stored centrally in the PPA room. 
 
Assessment and Evidence  
As each class teacher works through the Early Start scheme of work, they should record progress against 
the short-focused topics where appropriate and assess the children’s progress in French. Regular informal 
assessments are important to ensure that planning takes account of pupil understanding.  Evidence should 
be kept in books- we expect ONE piece of evidence every three weeks- and can be collected in various 
ways, including: Photocopied work from whiteboards; worksheets; mini-books; annotated photographs; 
recordings of children speaking; displays and registration responses. 


