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ST MARY MAGDALENE’S SCHOOL 

Dear Parent/Carers, 

Thank you for your continued struggling and juggling. You are doing a good job. I 
know some parents continue to despair and feel like they are failing their children. 
You are not! There are lots of ways of learning and your child’s experiences don’t 
all need to be academic. All experiences will help shape them as adults. A walk, 
doing a jigsaw, playing cards, cooking, painting,  reading a book together. Take 
one day at a time. There is some support  available with free courses from           
Lancashire Adult learning. (See overleaf.) 
Online work:  
The work the teachers are providing in school and at home is still a work in             
progress. We value your feedback greatly and your requests have varied greatly 
to enable your families to manage both the remote learning and your family and 
job commitments. However, in view of the vast differences in requests, we will not 
be able to suit all of the families all of the time. We are taking guidance from          
Ofsted who have indicated that live lessons are not always the best way of               
delivering the curriculum and we are working on a blended approach to ensure 
high quality teaching. Different approaches to remote education suit different 
types of content and pupils. Mixed models may be effective in some cases and 
this is the way that teachers are adapting their teaching. There has been a                 
re-distribution of both work for businesses and teaching for children and we are 
all learning to adapt to enable the most effective outcomes.  
We are doing our best to help you access the remote learning but I’m afraid we 
can’t provide solutions to all your problems. This is one of the frustrating sides of 
the virus because we really want to. We just can’t. Please keep contacting us to 
help you gain access and our teachers will do their best to help. We are here to 
help.   
Parents Meeting: 
I was hoping to hold a Parents Teams meeting next week but events have                
overtaken me…including a bat in the school hall this week!. It is no longer there 
as we sought the advice of the East Lancashire RSPCA as bats 
are an endangered species. We plan to hold the meeting the 
week beginning 1st February. There will be a form to complete 
before the meeting to ask any questions that you may have. It 
will be a good opportunity to share thoughts and feedback and 
we can use this to improve our provision.  
Critical Worker Heroes!  
Thank you to the frontline NHS workers who are currently working under                
extremely difficult circumstances. I also want to pay tribute to the staff at St Mary 
Magdalene’s. I know we manage the situation well here but there is risk; and we 
face it every day in order to carry out our roles for your children and for our              
society at large. We have been open every day for small numbers and whole           
classes determined by government  guidance. We want to educate and at the  
moment we can only do it for small numbers in school and online for everyone 
else. We recognise the difficulties some parents have and we                                    
massively empathise; but safety has to lead our decisions at school. The ‘Stay at 
Home’ message, because of the increased transmissibility of the new strain of the 
virus and the increasing community spread of the virus, unfortunately means we 
need you to understand why we are restricting the numbers in school.   
I also wanted to remind all of our key worker parents of the revised government 
guidance. Whilst key worker children are eligible for a place during this period of 
lockdown, the safest place for them is still at home. Children should only attend 
school where school has advised them to do so, or when there is no option to 
keep them at home.  
 
Free School Meals:  
If either your circumstances have changed permanently or during the pandemic 
and you think your child could be entitled to income-based free school meals, 
please contact school or apply online using this link https://lancashire-
self.achieveservice.com/service/Free_school_meals_and_pupil_premium. The link 
is also available to access via the school website.  

You could then be eligible for free school meal vouchers during this lockdown 
when your child is not attending school.  
And finally... I’m delighted the government has turned to the army for some            
expertise as the vaccine roll out continues to work. This is 
the beacon that shines a light, have faith and hope                  
everyone! There is light at the end of this darkness.  
 

God Bless, 

Mrs Bridget Parkinson  

(Headteacher) 

 Headteacher  Mrs B. Parkinson 22nd January 2021 

School Learners of the Week - 
W/C 18th January 2021 

 

Reception - Evie B 

Year 1 – Madeline S 

Year 2 - Chloe G  

Year 3 - Maisie E 

Year 4 - Louis G  

Year 6 - Jolene H-H 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Dojo Champion - W/C 
18th January 2021 

Reception - Ava H 

Year 1 - Lorenzo M 

Year 2 - Ava B 

Year 3 - Oliver B 

Year 4 - Uzair Y 

Year 5 - Sienna M 

Year 6 - Olly S 

 

 

 

 

 

Home Learner of the week - 
W/C 18th January 2021 

Reception - Eli H 

Year 1 - Arthur B 

Year 2 - Lottie S 

Year 3 - Archie E 

Year 4 - Finnolagh O 

Year 5 - Lindsey W 

Year 6 - Daniel J 

 

https://lancashire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Free_school_meals_and_pupil_premium
https://lancashire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Free_school_meals_and_pupil_premium
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Thank you very much for the videos/photos you’ve sent 

to me of your children completing the online PE lessons 

and daily challenges. This weekend I would love you all 

to go on a walk. The weather looks good for a change! 

Children at home will complete these lessons (see the 

link below) at the times below and these lessons will 

not take place online on Microsoft Teams. Children in 

school will also do their lesson at this time and they will 

need their PE kit on the day stated below: 

 EYFS - Monday 1pm - 2pm 

Year 1 - Tuesday 1pm - 2pm 

Year 2 - Monday 2pm - 3pm 

Year 3 - Wednesday 1pm - 2pm 

Year 4 - Tuesday 2pm - 3pm 

Year 5 - Wednesday 2pm - 3pm 

Year 6 - Thursday 1pm - 2pm  

https://smmrcburnley.school/pe-sports-premium/ 

Please stay active and take lots of photos!  

Year 3 Home Learning -  

The children have been busy making Viking shields. 

 

 

Year 1 - Summer M  

Year 3 - Oliver B & 

 Archie E 
 

 

 

 

Did you know that as a parent or carer of a 
child at school you are automatically a 

member of the PTFA.  

 

Please join us for our next PTFA                 
meeting.  Monday 25th January 7pm on 
Google meet. Please email  

ptfasmm@st-marymagdalenesrc.lancs.sch.uk  

or message us on Facebook (SMMPTFA) if 
you would like to join us. We will be           
discussing new ways to fundraise in these 
challenging times and making decisions on 
what to spend money on over the next 12 
months.  

 

Your School Lottery  

As well our own weekly draw you are also 
entered into the national draw for £25000 and 
to win this amazing prize! 

Take the weight off your feet while robots do 
the work! This term one lucky winner will   
receive a fantastic Robot Bundle  containing a 
Robot Lawnmower AND  Robot Vacuum 
Cleaner!  Make sure you've got your tickets 
by 20th Feb. 

EYFS Home & School Learning - 

The children have been very busy making models of 

a Church. 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
1.Fun, engaging and educational activities to do with your 
children during lockdown? 
Why not sign up to some of Lancashire Adult Learning’s  
Family Learning events? 
All sessions are FREE, and where resources are needed you 
will be sent these in the post prior to the activity. 
2.Homeschooling for parents. FREE. 
Lockdown is back. Have you tried Google and YouTube but 
still don’t know your phoneme from your grapheme? Still  
wondering why they don't teach maths the same way you 
were taught at school? This is your chance to talk to one of 
our families learning specialists. Join us for a 2-week course 
providing you with essential information and up to date  
teaching methods so you are better equipped to support your 
child’s learning at home. 
3. Our Family Wellbeing Courses will give you plenty of 
‘hands on’ ideas to keep your children’s body and mind 
healthy and engaged during this lockdown period. These 
include fun fitness in the home, getting your children involved 
in healthy cooking, and we’ll even have a go at therapeutic 
messy play! We’ll also be providing the grown ups with some 
well-needed tips to improve their own wellbeing; such as 
building self-esteem and learning how to relax on demand. 
For more information: 0333 003 1717 www.lal.ac.uk 


