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ST MARY MAGDALENE’S SCHOOL 

Dear Parent/Carers, 

I have not had a chance to wish you all a proper New Year as we have been catapulted into a 
fraught, frustrating and at times quite dreadful week haven't we?  

Thank you so much to the many parents and families who have changed plans and made other      
arrangements and kept your children at home in order to support the school. I have communicated 
with  a lot of parents over the last few days many have presented with a whole range of emotions. 
There is a lot of anxiety from families regarding jobs, children, remote learning. I am acutely aware 
of the difficulties that everyone is facing. We will continue to support you as much as we can, 
whether your children are in school or not. 

I have had to have some very tricky conversations with parents regarding school places. We have a 
civic duty to remain open for those who need us but we are also balancing this with safeguarding 
and Covid Safety. The aim of the Government in this National Lockdown is to reduce contact and 
therefore those who can work from home, including children should. I have taken advice and       
discussed with Governors and Advisors. The Governors and Lancashire Authority support us in  
prioritising places using a set criteria that we draw up that meets our school's context which we 
then apply. As you are aware this is how we have allocated school places. This is an ever-changing 
situation as you are aware. We are asking parents to keep us informed if their circumstances 
change and we will monitor the situation daily.  

Infection rates are alarmingly high. Our school community are experiencing this in a serious and 
sometimes deadly way and if there is any way that you can keep your children at home, however 
difficult this may be then please do so. Please don’t take a school place just because you can. 
School is currently open for families that have no other options.   

I have also had a large number of request for devices from the school, particularly with those        
families who have multiple children at home. We have already loaned some devices and we are very 
short of hardware equipment in school.  The good news is that Microsoft Teams can be accessed 
on an X Box 1 or Play station 4. Please find a helpful guide on the school website using this link  
https://smmrcburnley.school/virtual-learning/ 

Well done to children, staff and parents engaging in the remote home-learning. I know there have 
been technical issues both in school and for some children. Hopefully these will be ironed out this 
week and next. Please do not be anxious about the learning. I know parents are juggling jobs,     
children, mental and physical health and a host of other issues. Just keep in touch with your class 
teacher and Mrs Barnes (Pupil and Family Support Lead) We even have our very own IT Trouble 
shooters. You will be pleased to know that this is not me, but Mr Johnson, Mr Beattie and Mrs 
Robinsworth.  

As part of reducing the transmission in school we are trying to ventilate the rooms by keeping the 
windows open as much as possible. This is very challenging in cold weather so I am asking staff 
and children to wear extra layers. School uniform must also be worn but wearing extra vests, shirts, 
jumpers etc might just help.  

Let’s hope that next week is much calmer. I hope that you are able to enjoy the weekend. I think my 
“!Dry January” may have stopped before it got started! 

Please keep in touch with school. My mantra is “there is always a solution.” 
There is light at the end of the tunnel. God Bless and Keep Safe.  

 

Mrs Bridget Parkinson  

(Headteacher) 

 Headteacher  Mrs B. Parkinson 8th January 2021 

https://smmrcburnley.school/virtual-learning/
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Please check the SMM Dojo Story and your email  

inboxes for information about how PE is going to look 

for children in and out of school. All resources will be 

shared on our school website: 

https://smmrcburnley.school/pe-sports-premium/  

Children at home will complete these lessons at the 

times below and these lessons will not take place 

online on Microsoft Teams. Children in school will also 

do their lesson at this time and they will need their PE 

kit on the day of their PE lessons below: 

 EYFS - Monday 1pm - 2pm 

Year 1 - Tuesday 1pm - 2pm 

Year 2 - Monday 2pm - 3pm 

Year 3 - Wednesday 1pm - 2pm 

Year 4 - Tuesday 2pm - 3pm 

Year 5 - Wednesday 2pm - 3pm 

Year 6 - Thursday 1pm - 2pm  

Please stay active and take lots of photos!  

MESSAGE FROM BURNLEY COVID HUB 
 
“Over the last few days we've been           
receiving a number of calls from families 
struggling to feed children.  We know 
the vouchers are in place but sadly this 
isn’t covering things for everyone.  
  
We wanted to make sure schools are 
aware that the Burnley Together hub is 
still operational and we are happy to 
provide assistance to the schools and            
families that are struggling.  They can 
refer directly, or pass contact details to 
parents to get in touch themselves.” 
  
The telephone number for the hub is 
01282 686402.  

Year 1 - Teresa B 

Year 2 - Lacey-Rae M-T 

Year 3 - Henrietta H  

 

 

We are aware children will be 
spending a lot of time on devices 

for home learning so please           
ensure they come off and have a 
beak at lunch and the end of they 
day and that they're using them 

safely. 

Children and their wonderful         
parents have been so patient and 

engaged! 

 

The good news is that the third phase of the school 
building project started on Monday January 4th. This is 
to continue the internal re-modelling of the school. We 

are very excited about this project. Please see the       
pictures of work that has already been started. 

 
 


