
LOCAL CHURCH – COMMUNITY: BOOKS  
 

Week beginning: 25.01.21 Wednesday - Mrs Graham  

Prior learning: that on Sunday in 

church, we meet people who do special 

jobs as we gather to celebrate the 

Good News of Jesus. 

 

This Topic: learning outcomes 

Know and understand: 

•  About the different books used at 

home and in school – Explore 

•  The books used in Church on Sunday 

by the parish family – Reveal 

Acquire the skills of assimilation, 

celebration and application of the 

above – Respond 

 

Vocabulary 

books, library, text book, reverence, 

respect, Scripture, lectern, Gospel, 

Bible, New Testament, Old Testament, 

genre, thurible, missal 
 

Helpful Information 

• The Gospel readings for each Sunday 
are on a 3 Year cycle. (A, B, C) 

• Gospel: means ‘Good News’; the 
Book of the Gospels is honoured in a 
special way because Jesus is God’s 
Son bringing the Good News of God’s 
love to everyone. 

Focus: God’s Word in the Gospel. 

 
Watch the film clip but make sure you try to focus on these: 

 

• What the priest or deacon does and says 

• What the altar servers do 

• What the people do and say 

• How the Book of the Gospels is treated.  

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Michael and Cathy were twins.  Both had been altar servers at St 

Mary’s for some time, but this Sunday they were going to have a 

special part.  They were going to carry the candles for the Gospel 

reading. 
 

Father David had practised with them, showing them what to do 

and how to carry the candles.  Now they were ready. 

 

After the end of the second reading, everyone stood up and sang, 

“Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.” 

 

Michael and Cathy picked up the candle sticks, holding them 

carefully and as straight as they could.  They took their places on 

either side of Father David.  Angela, the chief altar server, walked 

ahead of them carrying the thurible with the incense as part of the 

procession.  Father David was holding the Book of the Gospels with 

both hands, high in front of him.  When they got to the lectern, he 

put the book down and opened it.  Michael and Cathy stood on 

either side facing him holding their candles steady.  He took the 

 

Altar servers carrying candles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thurible 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lectern 

 



• Thurible: is a container for hot 
charcoal on a chain; as it swings, the 
smoke and the smell of incense is 
spread around as a sign of honour 
and prayer. 

• Incense: a natural gum (resin) which 
has a sweet smell when it is burned. 

• Lectern: is the bookstand where 
people read. 

• The Sign of the Cross with the 
thumb: just before the Gospel is read 
is the sign of Jesus; here used in a 
blessing.  One traditional explanation 
for this action is that listeners may 
think about and understand the 
Gospel (forehead), proclaim it (lips), 
treasure and live by it (heart). 

 

thurible from Angela and swung it so that incense went swirling 

towards the Book of the Gospels.  He gave it back to Angela and 

looked at all the people. 

 

He said, ‘The Lord be with you,’ and everyone replied, ‘And with 

your spirit.’  Then he said, ‘A reading from the Holy Gospel 

according to Luke.’  He made the sign of the Cross on the Book of 

the Gospels and on his forehead, his lips and his heart.  Everyone in 

the Church used their thumbs to made signs of the Cross on their 

foreheads, lips and hearts and said, ‘Glory to You O Lord.’ 

 

When Father David had finished reading the Gospel, he said, ‘The 

Gospel of the Lord,’ and everybody replied, ‘Praise to you, Lord 

Jesus Christ.’  Then Father David kissed the Book of the Gospels. 

 

 

Activity 

Choose at least these questions and answer in your book. 

 

• What did you notice about the way the Book of the Gospels is treated? 

• What did Michael and Cathy do? 

• How did everyone greet the Gospel? 

• Where did the people make the sign of the Cross three times on themselves before they listened to the Gospel? 

• What did Father David say before he read the Gospel? 
• What did he say at the end? 

  


