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School Mission Statement: 

St. Mary Magdalene’s is a Roman Catholic School.  

Within our community, we seek to live within the Catholic faith as a family.  

Each child is a gift valued as a unique individual made in the image of God the father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

We seek to share our ethos through prayer, forgiveness, loving, sharing and caring. In all aspects of life,  

we follow the teachings of Jesus and through prayer we are guided by asking ourselves, 

 ‘What Would Jesus Do?’  

 

‘Love one another as I have loved you’ 

 

Review: 
 
This policy will be reviewed annually or in response to Government of LA initiatives/incidents.   
 
Policy reviewed and updated September 2020 by -  
Mrs B Parkinson; Head Teacher, Mrs Jackie Graham; Deputy Head and  
Mrs Keeley Robinsworth; Assistant Head  
 
Governor Ratification:  
 
Date:____________________________                           
 
Signed:___________________________ 
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Introduction 

At St Mary Magdalene’s Roman Catholic Primary School Art should be fully inclusive to every child. Art, 

Design and Technology stimulates creativity and imagination and prepares children to take part in the 

development of tomorrow’s rapidly changing world. As Art and Design draws upon sensory experiences, it 

is crucial to the children’s educational development. Creative thinking encourages children to make 

positive changes to their quality of life. At St Mary Magdalene’s Roman Catholic Primary School we will aim 

to fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum for Art and Design whilst instilling an appreciation and 

enjoyment of the arts as well as complimenting topics taught in other areas of the national curriculum. Art 

and design promote an appreciation and love for the world around us whilst stimulating imagination and 

creativity. Monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in art is the 

responsibility of the art subject leader, the Headteacher and the class teacher. 

“Art is not just a subject to learn, but an activity that you can practise with your hands, your eyes, your 

whole personality.” Quentin Blake, Children’s Laureate. 

Art and design 

Our aims in teaching art and design are to: 

 Inspire, challenge and engage pupils equipping them with the skills and knowledge to invent and 

create their own works of art, craft and design 

 Develop critical thinkers and develop their understanding of art and design. This includes how it 

can reflect and shape our history and contribute to the culture 

 Analyse works using the language of art and design and develop a cross-curricular approach to the 

use of art and design in all subjects. 

 To become skilful in painting, drawing, sculpture, craft and design techniques. 

 To evaluate and critically analyse creative work using language associated with the arts 

 To become knowledgeable about great artists and designers throughout the ages.  

 

Implementation  

To ensure there is high levels of standard in teaching Art and Design we ensure that the curriculum is 

progressive throughout the whole school the knowledge of activities of drawing, painting, printing, collage 

and sculpture are covered in all key stages. At St Mary Magdalene’s Roman Catholic Primary school we 

teach Art and Design half termly through different topics related across other curriculums therefore 

encouraging a holistic approach. A We ensure that Art and Design is given the same importance compared 

to our core subjects as we want to encourage and enable all children to share their creativity not only 

through the arts. Teachers plan lessons for their class using our progression of knowledge and skills 

document.  Teachers can use this document to plan their art and design lessons suitable to their class’s 

interests and what they want to learn.  The progression document ensures the curriculum is covered and 

the skills/knowledge taught is progressive from year group to year group. At St Mary Magdalene’s we 

provide a variety of experiences in and outside of the classroom. Educational visits are another opportunity 
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for the teachers to plan for additional Art and Design learning outside the classroom.  At St Mary 

Magdalene’s Primary School, the children have had many opportunities to experience Art and Design on 

educational visits.  The children have explored local galleries and had visitors into school to share Art and 

Design learning and have hands on experiences. The study of work of artists, craftspeople and designers 

from the locality, the past and present is an integral part of practical art and design activities Children 

showing dedication and aptitude in Art and Design will be celebrated in our end of half term assembly and 

their work displayed upon entrance to our school.  

 

Impact 

Our Art and Design curriculum is high quality, well thought out to show children are at the heart of the 

teaching and shows clear progression. Assessment is a vital tool designed to monitor children's progress 

and measure attainment in Art and design. It is also used to inform future planning by staff at this school or 

the child's next school. Teachers assess the standard of work produced by the children against the key 

objectives for each year group. Assessments are termly to allow sufficient work to be produced so that it 

can be assessed. At the end of each year the teacher assessments are passed onto the next class teacher 

and the Art and design subject lead to allow areas to be identified for improvement. 

We measure the impact of our curriculum through the following methods; 

 Assessing the children knowledge of the topic before and after teaching the unit, 

 Images and videos of children’s practical learning, 

 Interviewing pupils about their learning and subject knowledge (pupil voice), 

 Moderation staff meetings where books are scrutinised across the key stages and opportunities for 

teachers to discuss the classes work, 

 Summative assessments of pupil discussions about their work. 

 

Design and technology 

 

Introduction  

At St Mary Magdalene’s Roman Catholic Primary School Design and technology is fully inclusive to every 

child. Our aims are to: fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum for Design and Technology, 

provide a broad and balanced curriculum, ensure the progressive development of knowledge and skills, 

becoming resourceful, develop a depth of vocabulary and innovative and through evaluation of past and 

present design and technology, develop a critical understanding of its impact on daily life and the wider 

world. 

Our aims in teaching Design and technology are: 
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 Develop creative, technical and imaginative thinking in children and to develop confidence to 

participate successfully in an increasingly technological world, 

 Enable children to talk about how things work, 

 Apply knowledge, understanding and skills in order to design and make products for a wide range 

of users, 

 Encourage children to select appropriate tools and techniques when making a product, whilst 

following safe procedures, 

 Develop an understanding of technological processes and products and their contribution to our 

society, 

 Foster enjoyment, satisfaction and purpose in designing and making things, 

 Critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products, and the work of others, 

 Understand and apply the principles of nutrition and to learn how to cook, 

 Understand how key events and individuals in design and technology have helped shape the world. 

 

Implementation  

To ensure high standards of teaching is delivered through Design and Technology we implement a 

curriculum that is progressive and suited through the key stages. Design and Technology is taught as part 

of a termly topic linking to other areas of the national curriculum. We focus on the knowledge and skills 

stated in the national curriculum and we give Design and Technology the same importance to other 

curriculum areas to give children to opportunity to gain ‘real life’ experiences. The Design and Technology 

curriculum is based on the 2014 national curriculum which outlines the knowledge and skills needed 

throughout the key stages. Teachers plan lessons for their class using our progression of knowledge and 

skills document.  Teachers can use this document to plan their Design and Technology lessons suitable to 

their class’s interests and what they want to learn.  The progression document ensures the curriculum is 

covered and the skills/knowledge taught is progressive from year group to year group. 

 

Impact 

Within the Design and Technology curriculum we aim to prepare children for the ever growing and 

changing technological world. Assessment is a vital tool designed to monitor children's progress and 

measure attainment in Art and design. It is also used to inform future planning by staff at this school or the 

child's next school. Teachers assess the standard of work produced by the children against the key 

objectives for each year group. Assessments are termly to allow sufficient work to be produced so that it 

can be assessed. At the end of each year the teacher assessments are passed onto the next class teacher 

and the Art and design subject lead to allow areas to be identified for improvement. 

Similar to how we measure the impact of Art and Design we use these measures; 
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 Assessing the children knowledge of the topic before and after teaching the unit, 

 Images and videos of children’s practical learning, 

 Interviewing pupils about their learning and subject knowledge (pupil voice), 

 Moderation staff meetings where books are scrutinised across the key stages and opportunities for 

teachers to discuss the classes work, 

 Summative assessments of pupil discussions about their work. 

 


