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St Mary Magdalene’s 
RC Primary School, Burnley 

British Values Policy  
2020/2021 

 
MISSION STATEMENT: 

 
St. Mary Magdalene’s is a Roman Catholic School. 

Within our community, we seek to live within the Catholic faith as a family. 
Each child is a gift valued as a unique individual made in the image of God the father, Son and Holy Spirit. We 
seek to share our ethos through prayer, forgiveness, loving, sharing and caring. In all aspects of life, we follow 

the teachings of Jesus and, through prayer, we are guided by asking ourselves ‘What Would Jesus Do?’ 
 

Love one another as I have loved you. 
Review:  

This policy will be reviewed annually or in response to Government of LA initiatives/incidents.  

 

Policy reviewed and updated July 2020 by -  

Miss E Taylor; Miss L Anderson 
 

Governor Ratification:  

 

Date:__________________________________  

Signed:_________________________________  

Name (Print) :____________________________  

To be reviewed _______ or before (see above) 
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Intent, Implementation and Impact of upholding British Values 

At St Mary Magdalene’s RC Primary School, we uphold and teach pupils about British values as directed under Ofsted 
guidance, September 2014, which states that schools should: 
‘...promote tolerance of and respect for people of all faiths (or those of no faith), cultures and lifestyles; and support and 
help, through their words, actions and influence within the school and more widely in the community, to prepare children 
and young people positively for life in modern Britain.’ 
Our commitment to a community rooted in love, tolerance, respect and celebration of differences, flows from our 
school mission statement: ‘Love one another as I have loved you’. We are dedicated to promoting values which ensure 
our pupils develop a strong sense of social and moral responsibility which will prepare them for life in modern Britain. As 
a Catholic School, we strive to live as a Christian family and, in accordance with the Gospel values, promote the 
development of each child as a whole person. We are committed to serving our community and local area. In doing so 
we reinforce British values regularly. 

The five identified British Values are: 

• Democracy 

• Rule of law 

• Individual liberty 

• Mutual respect 

• Tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs. 

Democracy 
Intent: Pupils see the fundamental principles of democracy and fairness exercised on a day to day basis in the running of 
the school. They meet this when discussing fairness and respect as part of the school council elections. All pupils have 
the opportunity to be elected to the school council each year and this group contributes towards decision making in the 
school. From their first days at school pupils experience and learn about fairness and turn taking every day both in the 
classroom and on the playground. 
Implement: School Council Elections; School council involvement in events (Christmas Fair; fundraising, community 
outreach, etc.); Class based activities such as Circle Time; Study of major historical events such as the Blitz in World War 
II (threat to democracy), Ancient Greeks as the beginning of democracy;. Class strategies – lolly sticks with pupil names 
on to choose a random pupil to answer a question; Sport is used to teach pupils about fairness and turn taking. 
Impact: Pupils are able to work co-operatively in pairs, groups and in whole class situations. Pupils develop an 
understanding of their rights and responsibilities. 

 
The Rule of Law 
Intent: Pupils are familiar with this concept through the ‘School Rules’ and ‘School Values’ that underpin the entire work 
of the school. Children learn about why we all need rules and the consequences of not following rules. Children are 
aware of the behavior policy and rewards and sanctions linked to this. Children agree to follow the school values. These 
values are discussed and explored on a daily basis, particularly in RE and PSHE, and during assemblies. Children sign an 
agreement to access computers and the internet in school following a set of rules. Children are encouraged to discuss 
and debate laws/rules and their application. Children are familiar with the local police who may take assemblies and talk 
to them informally in their classes to link with topic work. 
Implement: Sharing school rules in assemblies and in class; displays and learning environments; PE is used to embed the 
importance of having rules and abiding by them; Year 6 gardeners model adherence to rules for their ‘seeds’ in 
Reception, PSHE lessons/assemblies about rights and responsibilities; accessing the behavior system. 
Impact: Pupils are aware of the ‘School Rules’ and ‘School Values’, which they can refer to when reflecting upon their 
behaviour; Children are able to articulate how and why we need to behave in school and demonstrate they understand 
and can abide by these; pupils are able to discuss and debate philosophical issues across different areas of the 
curriculum; Children are able to discuss and describe laws and rules in the wider society and understand their 
application. 

 
Individual Liberty 
Intent: Children at St Mary Magdalene’s learn that their behaviours and actions have an effect on themselves and 
others. All members of the school community understand the importance of treating each other dutifully and 
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responsibly. Children are strongly encouraged to develop independence in learning and to think for themselves. Children 
are also taught the importance of respect and care for the environment. 
Implementation: PSHE; behaviour policy adherence; dojos and house points; school rules and school values; charity 
involvement and fundraising efforts (PTFA, CAFOD, Mary’s Meals etc.); accessing nurture provision; acknowledging 
feelings and respecting feelings through sport and PE. 
Impact: Pupils are developing in their understanding of basic human rights; Pupils are able to accept responsibility for 
their actions; Pupils take pride in receiving awards, certificates, prizes; Pupils enjoy the days we collect for charity; Pupils 
appreciate they may be more fortunate than many others; Children show respect for each other and themselves when 
playing games and competing in sporting events. 
 

Mutual Respect  
Intent: Our ethos at St Mary Magdalene’s RC Primary School is based on care, mutual respect and good manners, as our 
mission statement says ‘Love one another as I have loved you’. All members of the school community recognise the 
value of treating one another with respect, regardless of any differences, and know how to do so appropriately. We 
value the thoughts and feelings of others. 
Implementation: Adults actively model respect with one another - and with the pupils - in how we speak to and treat 
one another, and also how we speak to visitors to our school such as outside agencies, parents, carers, visitors from all 
walks of life; RE curriculum coverage of multi-faiths, PSHE and circle time discussions about being ‘different’, assemblies, 
SMSC aspects across the curriculum (in a wide range of texts studied in English, in varying localities and perspectives 
studied in the humanities; adherence to the behaviour policy, school rules and school values; SMSC policy; RE policy; 
PSHE policy. 
Impact: Pupils can articulate why respect is important, how they show respect to others and how they receive it from 
others; Pupil behaviour demonstrates the understanding of this value. 

 
Tolerance of Those of Different Faith and Beliefs 
Intent: Our school is a diverse community and through the RE curriculum we promote an awareness of different faiths. 
We also encourage our pupils to recognise and understand these faiths. Our pupils naturally show tolerance for others 
and have a curiosity to find out and understand cultures and faiths that are different from their own.  
Implementation: All staff model a tolerant and accepting attitude; assemblies to raise and discuss issues of bullying and 
prejudice, and celebrate multi-faiths; multi-faith week as part of the RE curriculum; accessing a range of artefacts linked 
to other faiths; PSHE and circle time discussions about other faiths and beliefs; discussing current events which have a 
religious tone; collective worship planning, SMSC policy; RE policy; PSHE policy; Members of different faiths and religions 
are encouraged to share their knowledge to enhance learning within school. 
Impact: Children are able to talk about the different faiths and cultures they learn about, ask questions and show 
tolerance and respect for others of different faiths and religions; Pupil behaviour demonstrates the understanding of 
this value. 

At St Mary Magdalene’s RC Primary School, we will actively challenge pupils, parents or staff who express opinions 
contrary to fundamental British Values, including extremist views. 

British Values through the Curriculum 

Interwoven within the curriculum in a range of subjects, are planned opportunities to teach the values of our society. 
Some examples are:  
English: Many books will have themes covering tolerance, mutual respect and democracy. Lessons could look at how 
these themes are presented and how characters embody these values. Poetry, songs and languages from other cultures 
could also be examined. Lessons could explore the meaning of concepts such as liberty, democracy and tolerance 
PSHE: Pupils should be able to understand their personal rights and freedoms, and they should be advised on how to 
exercise these safely. Pupils should have the opportunity to learn about different models of democracy and take part in 
votes, pupil voice questionnaires and pupil councils. Topics such as anti-homophobia, equal rights, and e-safety should 
be taught 
Religious education (RE): Lessons should reinforce messages of tolerance and respect for others. Children should have 
the opportunity to visit places of worship that are important to different to faiths. Schools can actively promote diversity 
through celebrations of different faiths and cultures 
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History and geography: Pupils should analyse events in UK and world history where British values have been tested such 
as both World Wars. In geography, pupils could look at how different cultures live and work throughout the world 
Music: Pupils should study British composers and their global influence.  
Art: Pupils should study of how British artists influence others around the world. 
Physical Education (PE): Pupils should experience of the concept of “fair play”, following and developing rules, inclusion, 
celebrating and rewarding success, being magnanimous in defeat and participation in activities that promote kinship and 
affiliation with others. 
Computing: Pupils should be taught about respect and bullying in the online world though regular online safety lessons. 
School Council:  Pupils should foster the concept and application of freedom of speech and group action to address 
needs and concerns. Key to this is the concept of holding others to account, including those in positions of influence and 
authority. Pupils should participate in a fair and democratic vote to elect their representatives. 
Educational visits: Pupils should experience a broad range of educational visits and experiences outside of the classroom 
which equip them with the skills to make a positive contribution to their community as equal citizens, as well as being 
able to look at British heritage in more depth.  
Community Events: Pupils work closely with charities and organisations such as ‘Mary’s Meals’, CAFOD, the Catholic 
Children Society and the Poppy Appeal. We encourage our pupils to interact with pupils from other schools, both locally 
and further afield, though organised activities, such as sporting activities and joint celebrations with our neighbouring 
school and our parish. 
 
 


