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St Mary Magdalene’s 
RC Primary School, Burnley. 

Geography Policy 
2020/2021 

 

 
 

School Mission Statement: 
 

St. Mary Magdalene’s is a Roman Catholic School. 
Within our community, we seek to live within the Catholic faith as a family. 

Each child is a gift valued as a unique individual made in the image of God the father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
We seek to share our ethos through prayer, forgiveness, loving, sharing and caring. In all aspects of life, we follow the 

teachings of Jesus and, through prayer, we are guided by asking ourselves 
‘What Would Jesus Do?’ 

 
‘Love one another as I have loved you’ 

Review: 
 
This policy will be reviewed annually or in response to Government of LA initiatives/incidents.   
 
Policy reviewed and updated July 2020 by -  
Miss E Taylor, Miss L Anderson 
 
Governor Ratification:  
 
Date:____________________________                           
 
Signed:___________________________ 
 
Name (Print) :____________________________ 
 

To be reviewed _____________ or before (see above) 
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Intent, Implementation and Impact of our Geography Curriculum 
At St Mary Magdalene’s RC Primary School, we aim to develop children’s curiosity in both their immediate 
surroundings and in places and environments in the wider world. Our purpose is to instil an interest, fascination and 
desire to investigate a variety of human and physical characteristics of different places, both local and afar, through 
purposeful research and careful questioning. To be well rounded citizens, we believe children need to understand 
the differences between places and their cultures and be able to recognise how these change over time. 
We provide children with many opportunities to use a range of geographical skills to help them understand, present, 
analyse and communicate a range of information either collaboratively or as an individual. These skills are put into 
practice both inside and outside the classroom through local fieldwork and educational visits. 
 

Intent 
To build a geographical curriculum that develops learning and results in the acquisition of knowledge of the pupil’s 
world around them, so that they know more, remember more and understand more.  
 

Implement 
• Clear and comprehensive scheme of work in line with the National Curriculum. 
Teaching and learning should show progression across all key stages within the strands of Geography. 
• Children will access resources to acquire learning through atlases, text books, maps, digital technology and 
photographs. 
Children will use a range of secondary resources to develop their knowledge and understanding that is integral to their 
learning. 
• Clear progression of skills and knowledge will be evident throughout school. 
Staff will refer to the progression documents to ensure that pupils are accessing and learning age-related expectation 
(ARE) skills and knowledge that will enthuse and help them to understand more securely at the appropriate level. 
• Children will access their local environment to get a hands-on experience in their learning. 
Children will become more aware of their local environment and as they progress through their geographical 
education. 
• Educational visits to enhance their cultural capital. 
Where applicable, links to Geography will be made to develop children’s topical learning. 
• British values and PSHE 
Children will learn and revisit the importance of our world and how it should be treated through a range of cultural 
capital activities and experiences. 

 
Impact 
• Children will achieve age-related expectations in Geography by the end of their cohort year. 
• Children will retain knowledge that is pertinent to Geography with a real-life context. 
• Children will understand how Geography ‘happens’ in their local area. 
• Children will begin to understand their wider world and the implications that we, as citizens, have on it. 
• Children will work collaboratively to solve problems and explain the processes that they have taken/ observed within 
a real-life context. 
• Children will act as good citizens within their local community. 

 
Introduction 
This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of the Geography curriculum taught and learned at 
St Mary Magdalene’s RC Primary School. The school’s policy for Geography is based on ‘The National Curriculum’. This 
is aligned to the Key Stage 1 and 2 programmes of study, which are part of the National Curriculum (published in 2014). 
The Frameworks reflect the curriculum, assessment guidelines and educational policies that were in place at the time 
of publication. 
The policy has been drawn up as result of staff discussion and has full agreement of the Governing Body. The 
implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all the teaching staff. 
A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people 
that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, 
people, resources and environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human 
processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world helps them to deepen their understanding of 
the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation of landscapes and environments. 
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Geographical knowledge provides the tools and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales 
are shaped, interconnected and change over time. 

 
Aims and Objectives 
At St Mary Magdalene’s RC Primary School our aim is that all children: 

 develop their knowledge of the location of globally significant places including their defining physical and 
human characteristics  

 understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world and 
how these are interdependent  

 are competent in the geographical skills needed to:  
 observe and describe their world through experiences of fieldwork 
 collect, analyse and communicate a range of data   
 interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial 

photographs and digital mapping 
 communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and 

quantitative skills, and writing 

Teaching and Learning 
At St Mary Magdalene’s RC Primary School, we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our approach to the 
Geography curriculum. Each Geography lesson will include elements of demonstration, modelling, direct and indirect 
teaching, to achieve a simple learning objective through clear Success Criteria, shared at the start of the lesson.   

In the Foundation Stage, children each have a Learning Journey where their learning is recorded through 
observations, photographs, drawings and written work. Where relevant, educational visits are organised to enrich the 
children’s experience of the area of Geography that they are studying. 

In KS1 children develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They learn basic 
subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical Geography and begin to use geographical skills, including 
first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. 

In KS2 children extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United 
Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This includes the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s 
most significant human and physical features. They develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and 
skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. 

Children in Years One to Six have a separate topic book where their work is recorded. This may be a 
combination of drawing, written work or diagrams, reflecting the age and ability of the pupil. 

Children with SEND will be able to access the curriculum according to their individual needs and in-line with 
any individualised education plan they may have. 

Lessons will involve the relevant use of ICT according to the unit of work. Physical resources, artefacts and 
equipment, such as maps and globes, will be used during Geography lessons to give children concrete support for 
abstract concepts. 
 

Planning and Organisation 
The National Curriculum is used as the basis for Geography planning at St Mary Magdalene’s RC Primary School. There 
is a Geography curriculum overview which outlines objectives of the National Curriculum per year group, directing 
which Geography topic is to be taught at which time. This ensures Geography units of work are varied and balanced 
throughout both Key Stages, reflecting the ages of the pupils, and also allows for progression of study between year 
groups.  Short Term Planning is used by teachers in years one to six as a method to teach sequentially a unit of work 
ensuring all related objectives are covered.  

In the Foundation Stage, children learn about Geography through the ‘Understanding of the World’ area of 
the Early Learning Goals (ELG). Geography makes a significant contribution to the ELG objectives of developing a child’s 
understanding of the world through activities, such as finding out about different places and habitats investigating our 
locality. There is a standard Foundation Short Term Planning Sheet which is used for each half-term unit. 
 

Assessment & Monitoring 
At St Mary Magdalene’s RC Primary School, we assess the children’s work in Geography by making informal 
judgements as we observe their learning during lessons. Once children complete a unit of work, we make a summary 
judgement of the work and consider whether they have yet to obtain, obtained or exceeded expectations in that unit 
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against ARE. Class teachers keep the children’s Geography work in the topic books. We record assessments against 
ARE and use these assessments to plan future work. 
 

Cross Curricular Links 
We also aim to develop cross-curricular dimensions using the Geography focus to encompass other curriculum areas 
where it is appropriate.  Geography particularly lends itself to links with Literacy, ICT and PSHE. Teachers are 
encouraged to use Geography as an opportunity for extended and independent writing. 
Computing is incorporated into our teaching of Geography with use of a variety of video clips and internet resources. 
Particular reference may be made to Google Maps and Google Earth.  Children are encouraged to use word processing 
when completing their independent reports in Key stage 2:  Pupils may have access to laptops, computers and iPads 
to access information on such subjects by using the internet.  

 
Health and Safety 
All activities both within school and on educational visits follow the school’s policy for Health and Safety and the 
appropriate Risk Assessments. 

 
Resources 
Reference books are available in the library.  The school has access to the internet and appropriate web-sites so that 
research can support each topic. A selection of Geography resources are available in the shared resource area and a 
catalogue list of these is available on the staff server. 
 

Roles and Responsibilities 
The Head Teacher and Governing Body will: 

 To ensure that all governors are familiar with the National Curriculum 2014 and that statutory requirement 
are being fulfilled.  

 To monitor standards in Geography and ensure that pupil progresses is being tracked and assessed in line with 
statutory requirements.  

 To monitor quality of Geography teaching throughout out the school 

 With the head teacher, report to governor colleagues on curriculum developments in school. 

 To follow progress on Geography targets and objectives included in the School Development Plan.  

 To support and promote the involvement and understanding of parents and how they can support their 
children’s learning.  

 To meet with the Geography Co-ordinator for updates on the curriculum.  
 
The Subject Leader will: 

 Assist colleagues with planning programmes of study in order to teach the topics.  

 Manage the Geography budget. 

 Review and updating resources. 

 Help with the professional development of members of staff. 

 Offer information and advice on educational visits. 

 Have an overview of Geography teaching across the whole school. 

 Monitor planning. 

 Look at displays. 

 Creates an annual action plan in which the standards of Geography across the school are evaluated and areas 
for improvement are indicated. 

 Look at children’s Geography topic books to monitor the teaching of skills and differentiation within the topic. 

 Keep a portfolio of children’s work. 

Class Teachers will: 

 Commit to planning and delivering the Geography curriculum specific to their year group, seeking advice from 
the Geography co-ordinator should any difficulties arise. 

 
Teaching Assistants will: 

 Ensure all children have the ability to access Geography lessons equally, amending equipment and resources 
to fit the needs of the children within their care. 
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Parents / Carers 
At St Mary Magdalene’s RC Primary School, we believe that parents have a fundamental role to play in helping children 
to learn. We do all we can to inform parents about what and how their children are learning by: 

 holding parents’ evenings twice a year (autumn and spring) to discuss children’s progress 

 sending an annual report (summer term) to parents in which we explain the progress made by each child and 
indicate how the child can develop their learning 

 holding annual welcome meetings at the start of each school year to explain relevant developments in their child’s 
education, the expectations for each year group and to explain to parents how they can support their children 
with homework 

We believe that parents have the responsibility to support their children and the school in implementing school 
policies. We would like parents to: 

 do their best to keep their child healthy and fit to attend school and ensure that their child has the best attendance 
record possible 

 ensure that their child is equipped for school and for taking part in activities 

 inform us if there are matters outside school that are likely to affect a child’s performance or behaviour at school 

 promote a positive attitude towards school and learning in general 

 fulfil the requirements set out in the home/school agreement 

 


