
English policy 
 

1. Curriculum Statement 
 

Intent 
We believe that a quality English curriculum should develop children’s love of reading, 
writing and discussion. We aim to inspire an appreciation of our rich and varied literary 
heritage and a habit of reading widely and often. We recognise the importance of nurturing 
a culture where children take pride in their writing, can write clearly and accurately and 
adapt their language and style for a range of contexts. We want to inspire children to be 
confident in the art of speaking and listening and who can use discussion to communicate 
and further their learning. 
We believe that children need to develop a secure knowledge-base in English, which follows 
a clear pathway of progression as they advance through the primary curriculum. We believe 
that a secure basis in English skills is crucial to a high-quality education and will give our 
children the tools they need to participate fully as a member of society. 
 
Implementation 
These aims are embedded across our literacy lessons and the wider curriculum. We have 
a rigorous and well organised English curriculum that provides many purposeful 
opportunities for reading, writing and discussion.  Teachers ensure that cross curricular 
links with concurrent topic work are woven into the programme of study. We use a wide 
variety of quality texts and resources to motivate and inspire our children.    Our 
curriculum closely follows the aims of the National Curriculum for English 2014.  

The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils: 

● read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

● develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information  

● acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 

conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

● appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

● write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a 

range of contexts, purposes and audiences 

● use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly 

their understanding and ideas 

● are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 

demonstrating to others and participating in debate. 
 

Impact 

As a result, we have a community of enthusiastic readers and writers who enjoy showcasing 
their developing literacy knowledge and skills. They are confident to take risks in their 
reading and writing, and love to discuss and share their ideas.  
 

 

 

 



2. Teaching and learning 

Our literacy provision follows the 2014 National Curriculum and is taught through daily 
literacy lessons as well as a varied enrichment programme. Lessons run for approximately 1 
and a half hours x5 days a week to ensure continuity and rigour in teaching and learning of 
knowledge and skills.  

We recognise that spoken language underpins the development of reading and writing. The 
quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are vital for developing their 
vocabulary and grammar and their understanding for reading and writing. Teachers ensure 
the continual development of pupils’ confidence and competence in their knowledge of 
spoken language and listening skills. They are assisted in making their thinking clear to 
themselves as well as to others and teachers ensure that pupils build secure foundations by 
using discussion to probe and remedy any misconceptions.  

Building on this foundation, we teach literacy using a range of strategies which include:  
 Group Discussion – Children discuss and interrogate new ideas in a small group or  

whole class setting. They listen to and value each other’s ideas whilst taking on  
board feedback so as to improve their own explanations.  

 Partner Talk – Children work in partners to discuss their ideas. They are able to  
explain their ideas about texts they have read and prepare their ideas before they  
write.  

 Questioning – Teachers use a range of questioning strategies to establish children’s  
current understanding and develop their learning. Higher level questioning is used to  
elicit a deeper understanding.  

 Modelled Writing – Teachers model writing and editing to demonstrate the high  
expectations they have. They verbally ‘think aloud’ in order to make the writing 
process explicit and provide a rich and varied vocabulary for the children to utilise in 
their own work.  

 Shared Writing – Teachers use the ideas from the children to create shared pieces of 
writing. This enables the children to see the writing process in action as well as 
having pride and ownership over the finished piece.  

 Comparing, Analysing and Evaluating – Children review written texts, speech and 
drama and compare, analyse and evaluate them. They establish the strengths and 
weaknesses of different examples and incorporate these ideas into their own work.  

In order for a child to be successful, independent readers, they need to possess a 
secure knowledge of word reading and comprehension skills. These are:  

 A familiarity with the genre of stories and an ability to make links between stories.  
 A good visual memory.  
 A good auditory memory.  
 A recognition of the letters in the English alphabet.  
 A knowledge of the grapho-phonic construction of words.  
 A familiarity with the syntax (sentence structure and grammatical arrangement) of 

English text.  



This knowledge and skills are taught explicitly and are continually referred to during 
additional reading opportunities in literacy lessons and wider curriculum subjects.  

All literacy lessons have clear success criteria so that the children understand the 
expectations of the task and how they can achieve their best in the lesson. Success criteria 
are consistently referred to during teacher modelling and used effectively for self and peer 
assessment at the end of a task. The success criteria are clearly referred to when feedback 
from the teacher is given, either verbally or in writing. Success criteria can be altered for 
different ability groups in the same lesson where appropriate.  

Extended writing opportunities take place across the curriculum and occur twice every term 
in science, humanities and RE. This provides children with the opportunity to demonstrate 
their literacy knowledge and skills, showing depth and mastery and allows them to write 
about a familiar topic without explicit literacy success criteria guidance.  

Displays are used throughout the school to promote reading, writing and discussion. We 
recognise the important role display has in the teaching and learning of literacy. Each class 
displays work, which celebrates a variety of children’s achievements to a high standard of 
presentation. All aspects of the literacy learning process are illustrated through displays 
including vocabulary enrichment, grammar and punctuation support, the planning process 
and finished pieces of writing. Every classroom has an attractive book corner designed and 
made by the children to promote and celebrate a love of reading.  

Extended writing opportunities take place across the curriculum. This provides children with 
the opportunity to demonstrate their literacy knowledge and skills, showing depth and 
mastery and allows them to write about a familiar topic without explicit literacy success 
criteria guidance.  

Displays are used throughout the school to promote reading, writing and discussion. We 
recognise the important role display has in the teaching and learning of literacy. Each class 
displays work, which celebrates a variety of children’s achievements to a high standard of 
presentation. All aspects of the literacy learning process are illustrated through displays 
including vocabulary enrichment, grammar and punctuation support, the planning process 
and finished pieces of writing.  

3. Assessment 

Children are assessed formatively through thorough questioning and marking to ensure that 
teachers understand where children are currently in their learning and what their next steps 
need to be. This helps to ensure that maximum progress is made throughout literacy 
teaching across the school.  

In addition to this, regularly timetabled summative assessment opportunities are planned 
into the academic year to ensure that the progress in knowledge and skills that each child 
makes is accurately measured. Summative assessment opportunities are used to support 
teachers in their assessment judgements and should not replace teacher judgement based 
on experience of the child in everyday lessons.  



4.  Role of the subject leader 

The role of the subject leader in literacy is to coordinate the teaching of reading, writing and 
communication across all phases of the school. This is in order to secure high quality literacy 
provision for every child, including outstanding literacy teaching and learning, effective use 
of resources and the highest standards of achievement for all.  
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