
 

 

Gemini 8 (Gemini VIII) Mission  

• Gemini program was set up to see if landing on the 

Moon would be possible. 

• Most complicated mission. 

• Launched 16th March 1966 – Neil Armstrong and David Scott 

• A target vehicle was launched first (Agena) then Gemini 

8 was launched to catch up and attach (dock) into a 

special collar.  

• Very delicate manoeuvre performed by mission 

commander Neil Armstrong. 

• Took four hours to catch up but they safely docked. 

• Then a problem occurred the Agena and Gemini were 

firing out of control. 

• Neil Armstrong released (undocked) Gemini but it began 

to spin uncontrollably and the crew becoming 

unconscious. 

• With seconds to spare Neil Armstrong shut down the 

spacecraft and fired up opposite thrusters to stop the 

spin. 

• It worked but used up three-quarters of the fuel. 

• Performed an emergency landing three days ahead of 

time (17th March 1966) near China. 

• They bobbed about in the water for three hours and 

became very seasick. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Apollo 11 Mission 

• Apollo 11 was the first flight to send people to the Moon.   

• Launched 16th July 1969 from the Kennedy Space Centre in 
Florida. 

• Three crew members: Neil A. Armstrong (commander), 
Michael Collins (command module pilot) and Edwin "Buzz" 
E. Aldrin Jr. (lunar module pilot). 

• The rocket used to launch the spacecraft into space was 
called Saturn V.  The spacecraft was called Columbia.   

• Neil Armstrong became the first person to walk on the 
moon at exactly on July 21st, 1969. 

• Neil Armstrong's famous quote from the mission was 
"That's one small step for man, one giant leap for 
mankind". 

• An American flag that was planted on the moon. 

• A modern-day smartphone has more computing power 
and memory than the Apollo CSM-107 (Apollo command and 
service module) and Apollo LM-5 (Apollo Lunar Module). 

• The moon is 238,855 miles away from Earth. It takes more 
than three days to get there. 

• The landing site called Sea of Tranquillity.  

• When Neil Armstrong landed the lunar module, there were 
only 30 seconds of fuel left.  

• Neil Armstrong helped invent computer navigation 
technology called ‘fly-by-wire’, which is still used in 
spacecraft and aeroplanes today. 

• Returned to Earth 24th July and spend the next couple of 

weeks in quarantine to ensure that they had not brought 

back any "moon bugs." 


