
Year 4 Parent Curriculum 2020-21 

 

English 

 

 This half term we will be looking at the Firework Maker’s 

Daughter by Philip Pullman. This looks into the exciting profession 

of an apprentice firework maker who lives in Asia. We look into 

life that inhabits the ferocious mountains and surrounding land.  

 We will also be looking at non chronological reports, particularly 

focussing on documenting facts about living things and their 

habitats. 

 Finally, we shall enjoy writing poems for the geography classroom 

PSHE 

 

Bounce Back 

 

We have a class book where 

we detail the discussions we 

share and the practices we 

enjoy. This stretches from 

learning about empathy to 

practicing calming breaths. 

Maths 

In our maths we follow Lancashire Planning which divides 

up our topics into a coherent order. Our lessons will be 

tailored to the needs of our children and the gaps that may 

have formed during unforeseen absence from school.  

 Week 1: Place Value 

 Week 2: Place Value with decimals (+ fractions) 

 Week 3: Addition and subtraction  

 Week 4: Addition, subtraction and inverse 

 Week 5: 2-D Shape 

 Week 6: Time 

 

Geography & History 

 

This half term we will be studying Aberdeen and 

we will be making comparisons with Burnley. We 

will be improving our map skills whilst locating 

landmarks and geographical features. 

 

Living things and their 

habitats – Autumn 1 

Computing 

(Purple Mash) 

 

This half term we shall be 

teaching the following computing 

skills: 

 Online safety 

 Coding 

 Animation 

 

We use a programme called 

‘Purple Mash’ which the children 

can access at home. 

 

RE 
(Come & See)  

 

In RE we will be looking at 

families and what they mean 

to us. We will be studying 

scripture from the bible to 

enlighten us on why families 

and the sense of belonging 

are so important.  

 

 

 

 

Art & Design / Design Technology 

 

We follow the objhectives of the 

National curriculum, and this half 

term we shall be looking at collaging 

with natural resources found in our 

locality. We will be studying artists 

such as Andy Goldsworthy to take 

inspiration from.  

Science 

 

 We are learning to recognise that living things can be grouped in a 

variety of ways 

 We will be exploring and using classification keys to help group, 

identify and name a variety of living things in their local and 

wider environment 

 We are also learning to recognise that environments can change 

and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living things 

 

 

MFL 

In French we are 

going to be 

discussing where we 

live and some 

simple directions.  

 

PE 

 

Due to current health 

restrictions, swimming will 

not be taking place as of yet. 

However, year 4 will be 

taking part in invasion sports 

and gymnastics.  
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English 

 

 Stories on a theme- Street Child 

 Explanation text- Thomas Edison 

 Film and Playscript: Oliver Twist 

PSHE 

 

SEAL 

Maths 

1. Mental Multiplication 

2. Mental Division 

3. Written Multiplication 

4. Measurement 

5. Statistics 

6. Assessment week 

History 

NC Objectives & Progression of skills documents 

The Victorians: 1837- 1901 

 Chronology 

 Identifying differences in periods of time 

 Asking questions to develop understanding 

 Using sources to gather information  

Geography 

 Census  

 Population 

 Differences 

 Changes  

The Victorians – Autumn 2  

Computing 

(Purple Mash) 

 

Skills being explicitly taught for 

Computing 

 Spreadsheets 

 

 

Cross-curricular application 

RE 
(Come & See)  

 

Big Question & objectives 

 

 

 

 

Art & Design / Design Technology 

ART: 

L.S. Lowry 

Water colours 

Paint effects 

Range of scales 

Mixing colours 

DT: 

Eugene Meyer 

Penny Farthing 

Bikes- wheels/motion 

Design- create- test- evaluate 

Science 

 identify common appliances that run on electricity 

 construct a simple series electrical circuit, identifying 

and naming its basic parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, 

switches and buzzers 

 identify whether or not a lamp will light in a simple 

series circuit, based on whether or not the lamp is part of 

a complete loop with a battery 

 recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit and 

associate this with whether or not a lamp lights in a 

simple series circuit 

 recognise some common conductors and insulators, and 

associate metals with being good conductors 

MFL 

 Where do you live? 

 Directions  

PE 

 

Lancashire SOL Planning 
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English 

 

During this half term the children will be studying Issues and dilemmas 

through the text ‘Bill’s New Frock’ by Anne Fine. This unit provides 

vast opportunities for social and emotional discussion as well as 

developing story innovation skills. We will also be looking at writing to 

persuade, where the children will receive opportunities to debate their 

ideas and opinions on a range of topics. 

PSHE 

 

This half term will be 

focussed on our feelings and 

emotions, including 

experiences of anxiety and 

how to recognise and deal 

with these situations. 

Maths 

The children will continue to learn their times tables and 

associated division facts throughout this half term. The children 

will also study: Place value and negative numbers, fractions, 

decimals, and division as well as position and direction, area 

and multiplication and finally addition, subtraction, and 

measures. A range of methods will be used to support their 

learning, including concrete objects and pictorial 

representations, before moving to abstract methods linking 

understanding to everyday concepts. 

 

Geography 

 

This half term we will be Understanding  the 

amazing physical and human geography of Modern 

Europe. Creating a map of Europe and personalising  

passports to  record our achievements. The children 

will Investigate key European physical features and 

research a European capital city for a display and 

examine the weather from each of Europe’s climate 

zones before deciding what to pack for our travels! 
 

Spring 1  Computing 

(Purple Mash) 

 

This half term the 

children will revisit their 

learning on Online 

Safety, particularly 

around the use of Apps 

on a variety of devices. 

We will also be looking 

at spreadsheets. 

RE- Community 

Belonging to a community (Explore); The life of the 

local Christian community (Reveal); Acquire the 

skills of assimilation, celebration and application of 

the above (Respond) 

RE- Giving and Receiving 

Giving and receiving every day (Explore); The 

Eucharist challenges and enables living and growing 

in communion (Reveal); Acquire the skills of 

assimilation, celebration and application of the above 

(Respond) 

Art & Design / Design Technology 

 

Our Art topic will be based around 

Collaging and we will be studying 

the artist Shelli Walters to gain 

inspiration. We will be looking at 

European landscapes and using 

different materials to replicate 

beautiful images. 

 

Science 

This half term will be very exciting in science. We will be learning 

about Animals including Humans and describing the simple 

functions of the basic parts of the digestive system. There will be 

some very gory experiments to help us with our learning! We will 

also be identifying the different types of teeth in humans and their 

simple functions. Lastly, we will construct and interpret a variety of 

food chains, identifying producers, predators and prey 

MFL 

We will be 

looking at places 

in  Europe and 

will be role 

playing Travel 

Agent 

conversations. 

PE 

 

In PE they will master basic 

movements focusing on 

kicking, as well as developing 

balance, agility and 

coordination, and begin to 

apply these in a range of 

activities. 

 

 


