
LOCAL CHURCH – COMMUNITY: BOOKS  
 

Week beginning: 01.02.21 Wednesday - Mrs Graham 

Prior learning: that on Sunday in church, we 

meet people who do special jobs as we 

gather to celebrate the Good News of 

Jesus. 

 

This Topic: learning outcomes 

Know and understand: 

•  About the different books used at home 

and in school – Explore 

•  The books used in Church on Sunday by 

the parish family – Reveal 

Acquire the skills of assimilation, 

celebration and application of the above – 

Respond 

 

Vocabulary 

books, library, text book, reverence, respect, 

Scripture, lectern, Gospel, Bible, New 

Testament, Old Testament, genre, thurible, 

missal 
 

Helpful Information 

• The Gospel readings for each Sunday are 
on a 3 Year cycle. (A, B, C) 

• Gospel: means ‘Good News’; the Book of 
the Gospels is honoured in a special way 
because Jesus is God’s Son bringing the 
Good News of God’s love to everyone. 

• Thurible: is a container for hot charcoal on 
a chain; as it swings, the smoke and the 

Focus: The Gospel of Matthew 
Recap: Just before the Gospel is read the Priest and people in the congregation make the sign of the 

cross on their foreheads, lips and heart.  Can you remember what this means?  

 

One of the stories about Jesus that we hear after Christmas is the story of Jesus’ Baptism.  Before 

Jesus started his ministry of teaching and healing he asked John the Baptist, his cousin, to baptise 

him.  Read through the story below. 

 

The Priest says, ‘A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew’.  Children respond by saying 

‘Glory to You O Lord’ whilst making the Sign of the Cross on their foreheads, lips and hearts. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



smell of incense is spread around as a sign 
of honour and prayer. 

• Incense: a natural gum (resin) which has a 
sweet smell when it is burned. 

• Lectern: is the bookstand where people 
read. 

• The Sign of the Cross with the thumb: just 
before the Gospel is read is the sign of 
Jesus; here used in a blessing.  One 
traditional explanation for this action is 
that listeners may think about and 
understand the Gospel (forehead), 
proclaim it (lips), treasure and live by it 
(heart). 

 

At the end say, ‘The Gospel of the Lord,’ and the children reply, ‘Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.’   

 

Can you say out loud the word highlighted in yellow? 

 

Think carefully about the message in the story and think about these questions or talk to someone at 

home if you can. 

 

Q What does this Gospel story say to you? 

Q Why did Jesus ask John to baptise him?  

Q How do you think John felt? 

Q How do you think Jesus felt when he heard God the Father’s words? 
 
 

 

 
 

Activity 
Can you think of three questions you would ask John or Jesus?  Record them in your book or complete on the assignments page on Teams. 

  


