
Year 4 Medium Term Plan Spring 2020-21 
English 

Reading: Fiction Unit- Bill’s New Frock by Anne Fine 

 Listen to, read and discuss a range of fiction and poetry in different forms 
e.g. film clips, storytelling, poetry reading.  

 Regularly listen to whole novels read aloud by the teacher. 

 Analyse and compare a range of plot structures. 

 Make predictions based on information stated and implied. 

 Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. generating questions, finding 
answers, refining thinking. 

 Draw inferences around characters’ thoughts, feelings, actions and 
motives, and justify with evidence from the text using point and evidence. 

 Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and 
summarising these e.g. character is evil because 1/2/3 reasons. 

 Make and respond to contributions in a variety of group situations e.g. 
whole class, independent reading groups, book circles. 

Writing 

 Create complex sentences with adverb starters e.g. ‘Silently trudging 
through the snow, Sam made his way up the mountain.’  

 Use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech 
e.g. ‘The tour guide announced, “Be back here at four o’ clock.”’  

 Read and analyse narrative in order to plan and write their own versions. 

 Discuss and record ideas for planning e.g. story mountain, story board, 
boxing-up. 

 Develop characterisation using vocabulary to create atmosphere, 
suspense. 

 Plan and write an opening paragraph which combines the introduction of 
a setting and character(s).  

 Organise paragraphs in narrative.  

 Link ideas within paragraphs, e.g. complex sentence with adverb starters. 
Reading: Non- Fiction Unit- Persuasion 

 Use suffixes to understand meanings, e.g. -tion, -sion. 

 Listen to, read and discuss a range of persuasion in different forms e.g. 
advertisements, leaflets in print and on screen. 

 Identify key points from the text using point and evidence. 

 Analyse and evaluate texts looking at language, structure and 
presentation. 

 Identify, discuss and collect effective words and phrases which capture 
the reader’s interest and imagination.  

 Analyse and evaluate how specific information is organised within a 
persuasive text.  

Maths 
•Read Roman numerals to 100 (I to C) and know that, over time, the numeral system changed to include the concept of 
zero and place value. 
•Count in multiples of 6, 8, 25 and 1000. 
•Count backwards through zero to include negative numbers. 
•Order temperatures including those below 0˚C. 
•Describe and extend number sequences involving counting on or back in different steps, including sequences with 
multiplication and division steps. 
•Understand that a fraction is one whole number divided by another (for example, 34 can be interpreted as 3 ÷ 4). 
•Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator. 
•Recognise and show, using diagrams, families of common equivalent fractions. 
•Recognise and write decimal equivalents of any number of tenths or hundredths. 
•Recognise and write decimal equivalents to 14; 12; 34. 
•Count on and back in steps of unit fractions. 
•Compare and order unit fractions and fractions with the same denominator (including on a number line). (Year 3 
objective). 
•Recognise, find and write fractions of a discrete set of objects including those with a range of numerators and 
denominators. 
•Select a mental strategy appropriate for the numbers involved in the calculation. 
•Use estimation and inverse to check answers to calculations and determine, in the context of a problem, an 
appropriate degree of accuracy. 
•Solve problems involving increasingly harder fractions to calculate quantities, and fractions to divide quantities, 
including non-unit fractions where the answer is a whole number. 
•Solve simple measure and money problems involving fractions and decimals to two decimal places. 
•Describe positions on a 2-D grid as coordinates in the first quadrant. 
•Describe movements between positions as translations of a given unit to the left/right and up/down. 
•Plot specified points and draw sides to complete a given polygon. 
•Complete a simple symmetric figure with respect to a specific line of symmetry. 
•Understand that area is a measure of surface within a given boundary. 
•Find the area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares. 
•Add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits and decimals with one decimal place using the formal written methods of 
columnar addition and subtraction where appropriate. 
•Choose an appropriate strategy to solve a calculation based upon the numbers involved (recall a known fact, calculate 
mentally, use a jotting, written method). 
•Estimate and use inverse operations to check answers to a calculation. 
•Solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in contexts, deciding which operations and methods to use and why. 
•Recall multiplication and division facts for the 7 times table and 11 times table. 
•Use place value, known and derived facts to multiply and divide mentally, including: multiplying by 0 and 1; dividing by 
1; multiplying together three numbers. 
•Recognise and use factor pairs and commutativity in mental calculations. 
•Use partitioning to double or halve any number, including decimals to one decimal place. 
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 Navigate texts to locate and retrieve information in print and on screen.  

 Make and respond to contributions in a variety of group situations e.g. 
whole class, independent reading groups, book circles. 

Writing 

 Identify, select and effectively use pronouns.  

 Read and analyse persuasive texts in order to plan and write their own 
versions. 

 Identify and discuss the purpose, audience, language and structures of 
persuasion. 

 Discuss and record ideas for planning e.g. boxing-up text types to create a 
plan.  

 Generate and select from vocabulary banks e.g. persuasive phrases, 
alliteration appropriate to persuasion. 

 Discuss and propose changes with partners and in small groups.  

 Improve writing in light of evaluation. 

 Use appropriate intonation, tone and volume to present their writing to a 
range of audiences. 

 

•Choose an appropriate strategy to solve a calculation based upon the numbers involved (recall a known fact, calculate 
mentally, use a jotting, written method). 
•Use estimation and inverse to check answers to calculations and determine, in the context of a problem, an 
appropriate degree of accuracy. 
•Select a mental strategy appropriate for the numbers involved in the calculation. 
•Continue to understand division as sharing and grouping and use each appropriately. 
•Divide numbers up to 3 digits by a one-digit number using the formal written method of short division and interpret 
remainders appropriately for the context. 
•Recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number (thousands, hundreds, tens and ones). 
•Order and compare numbers beyond 1000. 
•Identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations, including the number line. 
•Identify the value of each digit to two decimal places. 
•Find 0.1, 1, 10, 100 or 1000 more or less than a given number. 
•Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000. 
•Solve number and practical problems that involve all of the above and with increasingly large positive numbers. 
•Count in multiples of 7. 
•Multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-digit number using formal written layout. 
•Choose an appropriate strategy to solve a calculation based upon the numbers involved (recall a known fact, calculate 
mentally, use a jotting, written method). 
•Use estimation and inverse to check answers to calculations and determine, in the context of a problem, an 
appropriate degree of accuracy. 
•Solve problems involving multiplying and adding, including using the distributive law to multiply two digit numbers by 
one digit, division (including remainders), integer scaling problems and harder correspondence problems such as which 
n objects are connected to m objects. 
•Use a variety of sorting diagrams to compare and classify numbers and geometric shapes, including quadrilaterals and 
triangles, based on their properties and sizes. 
•Continue to identify horizontal and vertical lines and pairs of perpendicular and parallel lines. 
•Identify acute and obtuse angles and compare and order angles up to two right angles by size. 
•Identify lines of symmetry in 2-D shapes presented in different orientations. 
•Describe positions on a 2-D grid as coordinates in the first quadrant. 
•Plot specified points and draw sides to complete a given polygon. 
•Add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits and decimals with one decimal place using the formal written methods of 
columnar addition and subtraction where appropriate. 
•Interpret discrete and continuous data using appropriate graphical methods, including bar charts and time graphs. 
•Solve comparison, sum and difference problems using information presented in bar charts, pictograms, tables and 
other graphs. 
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Geography & History 

Geography: Passport to Europe 
•Locate the world’s countries, using maps to 
focus on Europe (including the location of 
Russia). 
•Describe and understand key aspects of 
physical geography including … rivers and 
mountains. 
•Locate the world’s countries, concentrating on 
major cities. 
•Use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping. 
•Describe & understand key aspects of physical 
geography including climate zones, rivers & 
mountains. 
•Describe and understand human geography 
including types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water. 
•Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region in a European 
country. 
•Describe and understand key aspects of 
physical and human geography. 
 
History: Ancient Greece 

 Place events from period studied on time 
line 

 Use terms related to the period and begin 
to date events 

 Understand more complex terms eg BC/AD 

 Use evidence to reconstruct life in time 
studied 

 Identify key features and events of time 
studied 

 Look for links and effects in time studied 

 Offer a reasonable explanation for some 
events 

 Look at the evidence available 

P.E. 
Children will take part in a range of problem 
solving skills. The tasks they tackle will 
require more teamwork, with clearly defined 
roles and responsibilities. 
Children will continue to learn simple 
attacking tactics through playing target 
games. 

 

Science 
Working scientifically  

 asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them 

 setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests 

 making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate 
measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including thermometers and 
data loggers 

 gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in answering 
questions 

 recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts, 
and tables 

 reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays or 
presentations of results and conclusions 

 using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest improvements 
and raise further questions 

 identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and processes 

 using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their findings. 
 

 

Religious Education 
 

Topic 4: Community 
Know and understand: 

 Belonging to a community  

 The life of the local Christian community 

 Acquire the skills of assimilation, 
celebration and application of the above 

Topic 5: Giving & Receiving 
Know and understand: 

 Giving and receiving every day 

 The Eucharist challenges and enables 
living and growing in communion  

 Acquire the skills of assimilation, 
celebration and application of the above  

Topic 6: Self-Discipline 
Know and understand: 

 Self-discipline is important  

 Celebrating growth to new life through 
self-discipline  

 Acquire the skills of assimilation, 
celebration and application of the above  

Art & Design 
Design 

 Use a variety of techniques, e.g. printing, dyeing, weaving and stitching to create different textural 
effects. 

 Match the tool to the material. 

 Develop skills in stitching, cutting and joining. 

 Experiment with paste resist. 
Make 

 Experiment with a range of collage techniques such as tearing, overlapping and layering to create 
images and represent textures. 

 Use collage as a means of collecting ideas and information and building a visual vocabulary. 
Evaluate 

 Explore and evaluate a range of materials  

 Evaluate their designs and products against criteria 
Technical knowledge  

 Explore and use a range of materials  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 4 Medium Term Plan Spring 2020-21 
 Begin to evaluate the usefulness of 

different sources 

 Use text books and historical knowledge 

 Use evidence to build up a picture of a past 
event 

 Choose relevant material to present a 
picture of one aspect of life in time past 

 Ask a variety of questions 

 Use the library and internet for research 
 

PSHE 
Relationships, Feelings & Emotions & Healthy Relationships 

 to recognise that there are different types of relationships (e.g. friendships, family 
relationships, online relationships)  

 that people who love and care for each other can be in a committed relationship (e.g. 
marriage), living together, but may also live apart  

 that a feature of positive family life is caring relationships; about the different ways in 
which people care for one another  

 to recognise and respect that there are different types of family structure (including 
single parents, same-sex parents, stepparents, blended families, foster parents); that 
families of all types can give family members love, security and stability  

 how to recognise if family relationships are making them feel unhappy or unsafe, and 
how to seek help or advice 

 about privacy and personal boundaries; what is appropriate in friendships and wider 
relationships (including online);  

 recognise different types of physical contact; what is acceptable and unacceptable; 
strategies to respond to unwanted physical contact  

 about seeking and giving permission (consent) in different situations  

 about keeping something confidential or secret, when this should (e.g. a birthday surprise 
that others will find out about) or should not be agreed to, and when it is right to break a 
confidence or share a secret  

 how to recognise pressure from others to do something unsafe or that makes them feel 
uncomfortable and strategies for managing this  

 where to get advice and report concerns if worried about their own or someone else’s 
personal safety (including online) 

 

Computing 
Spreadsheets 

 Children can use the number formatting tools within 2Calculate to appropriately format 
numbers. 

 Children can add a formula to a cell to automatically make a calculation in that cell. 

 Children can use the timer, random number and spin button tools. 

 Children can combine tools to make fun ways to explore number. 

 Children can use a series of data in a spreadsheet to create a line graph. 

 Children can use a line graph to find out when the temperature in the playground will reach 
20°C. 

 Children can make practical use of a spreadsheet to help them plan actions. 

 Children can use the currency formatting in 2Calculate. 

 Children can allocate values to images and use these to explore place value. 

 Children can use a spreadsheet made in 2Calculate to check their understanding of a 
mathematical concept. 

Logo 

 Children know what the different instructions are in Logo and how to type them. 

 Children can follow simple Logo instructions to create shapes on paper. 

 Children can follow simple instructions to create shapes in Logo. 

 Children can create Logo instructions to draw letters of increasing complexity. 

 Children can write Logo instructions for a word of four letters. 

 Children can predict what shapes will be made from Logo instructions. 

 Children can create shapes using the Repeat function. 

 Children can find the most efficient way to draw shapes. 

 Children can use the Build feature. 

 Children can create ‘flowers’ using Logo. 

 


