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22nd February 2023 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

You may be aware from media coverage that the NEU (National Education Union) have declared strike action, 

which will take place on the following dates: 

Wednesday, 1 February 

Tuesday, 28 February 

Wednesday, 15 March 

Thursday, 16 March 

The strike is happening because of a national dispute between the unions and the government over pay, and not 

because of any issues at our school.  

The action, which comprises of strikes on four days, may result in some partial and/or whole school closures 

across the country. The decision to close a school or send pupils home is never taken lightly and we will endeavour 

to keep the school open, if at all possible. 

Staff who are members of the NEU are not legally obliged to inform the Head teacher of their intention to strike. 

In order to take appropriate steps to ensure the health, safety and wellbeing of all pupils, I am undertaking a risk 

assessment to determine if there will be the need for a full or partial closure on some or all of these days. Amongst 

other elements of operational risk, our assessment will consider: 

 Whether there are likely to be enough suitably qualified staff to enable everyone to be safe. 

 Whether we are able to guarantee that pupil to staff ratios will be met. 

 Our ability to ensure that our emergency operational plans, including fire and evacuation procedures, will 

not be compromised. 

We are aware that school closures inconvenience parents and carers, so I am writing to give you advance notice 

that there may be a partial closure of our school, so that you have time to plan childcare for your children. 

We will treat the strikes as individual instances and will, therefore, make a decision and inform parents no later 

than one week prior to each of the proposed strike dates. 
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There are several options, and I will let you know ASAP what the arrangements will be. 

In the interim, I would ask that you be mindful of the strike dates and I would recommend that you start to make 

alternative childcare arrangements for these dates, just in case. 

I’m sorry about the potential disruption to you and to your child’s education. I understand that this situation may 

be frustrating, and ask that all members of our school community continue to treat each other with respect. St 

Mary Magdalene’s remains committed to providing a safe and secure environment for our pupils and delivering 

high-quality teaching. 

Kind regards 

 

Mrs Bridget Loughran  

Headteacher  


